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rr 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : Vice-Chairman  ; 

Councillor  H.  I.  Williams.  Alderman  Wm.  Powell. 

The  Whole  Council. 

CHILDREN  COMMITTEE  : 

Chairman  ; Alderman  D.  J.  Morgan. 

Aldermen  Morgan,  | A.  J.  Brobyn  ; | Councillors  Mrs.  McPhail, 

J.  Owen,  F.  Everson,  C.  Stanfield , Mrs.  Williams  and  A- 
Wdson. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman  ; Councillor  H.  I.  Williams. 

Aldermen  Morgan,  Rees, 


Brob5m  | and  Powell ; Councillors  BeU, 


Mrs.  McPhail,  O’Driscoll,  W.  S.  Owen,  Osborne,  Stanfield, 
Watkins,  B.  M.  Davies,  Mrs.  Williams,  J.  H.  Jones,  McGinty 
H.  I.  Williams  and  Wilson,  with  the  Mayor  and  Ex-Mayor. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : Alderman  D.  J.  Morgan. 

Aldermen  Morgan,  R.  J.  Jones  and  D.  Jones  ; Councillors  O’Driscoll 
Mrs.  McPhail,  W.  S.  Owen,  John  Owen,  Osborne,  Everson, 
Griffiths,  J.  H.  Jones,  Mrs.  Williams,  Wilson  and  McGinty. 


TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE  COMMITTEE. 
Chairman  : Councillor  H.  I.  Williams. 

Aldermen  Morgan,  Rees,  | Brobyn,  \ and  Powell ; Councillors  BeU, 
Mrs.  McPhail,  O’Driscoll,  W.  S.  Owen,  Osborne,  Watkins, 
Stanfield,  B.  M.  Davies,  Mrs.  Williams,  J.H.  Jones,  H.  I.  Wil- 
liams, McGinty  and  Wilson,  with  the  Mayor  and  Ex-Mayor. 
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MARDY  HOSPITAL  (VISITING) 

Aldermen  | A.  J.  Brobyn  | and  Powell ; Councillors  Lloyd,  Mrs. 
McPhail,  O’Driscoll,  Watkins,  Young,  Mrs.  W'illiams,  D. 
Tudor,  with  the  Mayor  ; Councillors  Mrs.  Morris  and  Mrs. 
Scourfield  (Aberdare). 


GWAUNDARREN  HOSPITAL  (VISITING). 

Aldermen  | A.  J.  Brob3m  | and  Powell ; Councillors  Lloyd,  M rs. 

McPhail,  O’Driscoll,  Watkins,  Young,  D.  Tudor,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams, with  the  Mayor. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Mkdical  : 

T.  H.  Stephens,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h..  Medical  Ofl&cer  of  Health,. 
School  Medical  Officer,  Superintendent  Isolation  Hospital, 
Medical  Adviser  Public  Assistance  Committee,  Medical  Officer 
under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Dieys  Stephens,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Monica  P.  Morton,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch. 

S.  Bloom,  f.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (part  time)  Medical  Officer  to  Venereal 
Clinic,  PubUc  Vaccinator,  Tjffifil  Lodge. 

C.  M.  Probert,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p..  Medical  Officer,  St;  Tydfil’s 
Hospital. 

Drs.  P.  Cresswell,  S.  Bloom,  M.  Bloom,  R.  Ryce,  C.  R.  White 
and  A.  M.  Robertson,  District  Medical  Officers  and  Public 
Vaccinators. 

Mr.  A.  O.  Parker,  Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics. 
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Public  Health  Officers  to  the  Local  Authority— 

Professor  Strachan,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.,  f.r.c.p.,  f.c.o.g..  Consulting 
Gyniecologist  and  Obstetrician. 

D.  j.  Jones,  m.r.c.s.,  l.R.C.p.,  District  Medical  Officer,  Dowlais 
Robert  Owen,  f.r.c.s.,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon. 

A.  G.  W.\TKINS,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Paediatrician. 

Dental. 

J.  A.  Wylie,  l.d.s..  Dental  Officer  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Department,  School  Dental  Officer. 

E.  Stanley  PIdwards,  l.d.s..  Assistant  Dental  Officer. 


Analytical. 


I Rhys  P.  Charles, 


M.D.,  F.R.i.c.  (part  time). 


also  acts  as  part-time  Bacteriologist. 


Pubhc  Analyst, 


Sanitary  Inspectorate. 

L.  Mills,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods.  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector. Inspector  under  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


B.  Williams,  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods,  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Inspector  under  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under 
the  Food  and  Dnigs  Acts. 

lORWEKTH  Thomas  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i,a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Inspector  under  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
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Public  Health  Officers  to  the  Local  Authority — continued. 

D.  A.  Jones,  a.r.s.i.,  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Inspector  under  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts. 

Cykil  Stuckey,  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Inspector  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Inspector 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Neal  Davis,  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.  Inspector  under  Shops  Act,. 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Clerical. 


Chief  Clerk : Terry  Thom.\s,  c.r.s.i. 

I.  Charles,  J.  A.  Williams,  S.  Lewis,  Gladys  Evans, 
1 M.  P.  Jones,  | W.  K.  Jones.  I.  Protheroe,  Hilda  Lewis, 
Mervyn  Jones,  S.  Treen  (Part-year),  Colin  Hagerty 
(Part-year). 

SUPERINTENDENT  NURSING  OFFICER. 

A.  L.  Evans,  c.m.b..  New  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

E.  Williams,  c.r.s.i..  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  Training. 

D.  Peters,  c.m.b..  New  Health  'Visitors  Certificate. 

M.  JELLEYMAN,  C.M.B.,  New  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 
A.  R.  Collins,  c.m.b.  New  Health  Visitors’  Certificate. 
M.  Lewis,  c.m.b.  New  Health  Visitors  Certificate. 

E.  J.  Watkins,  c.m.b..  New  Health  Visitors  Certificate. 


9 


t 


Public  Health  OHicers  to  the  Local  Authority — continued. 

Midwues. 

Midwives  : Nurses  L.  M.  Dowse.  M.  Jones,  (Part  year).  B. 
Lewis,  H.  Davies,  A.  Sussex.  B.  Carlick.  B.  M.  Jones. 
M.  J.  Williams.  E.  A.  Gillam.  M.  Williams.  K.  Lovis. 

Orthopaedic  Nurse. 

A.  G.  Davies.  For  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics.. 


M.  Evans. 

Dental  Nurse. 

For  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics.. 

Isolation  Hospital  Staff. 

Matron  : M.  J.  Harries.  Four  Sisters,  one  Assistant  Nurse  and. 
Twelve  Probationers. 


County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil.^ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTff 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH, 
TOWN  HALL, 

MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  the 
ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  1948,  which  is  in  accordance  with 
the  memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  On  July  5th,  1948’ 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  came  into  operation,  and  the 
services  given  under  this  Act  will  be  dealt  with  separately. 

One  gratifying  feature  to  place  on  record,  is  that  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  48.2  per  thousand  live  births,  is  the  lowest  oh 
record — as  recently  as  1942,  this  rate  was  80.03.  The  rate  is  still 
higher  than  the  average  for  Englabd  and  Wales,  but  compares  fav- 
ourably with  some  of  the  great  towns  and  boroughs.  When  we 
consider  the  inherent  disadvantages  in  industrial  urban  areas* 
the  bad  housing  in  much  of  the  area;  the  general  health  of  the  County 
Borough  is  at  least  being  maintained  and  when  taken  over  a period 
of  years,  has  shown  steady  progress. 

The  housing  statistics  in  respect  of  the  erection  of  new  houses 
has  shown  a marked  improvement,  and  from  1946-48  10  private 
and  972  Municipal  houses  were  erected,  whereas,  from  1929  to  1946,’ 
only  574  houses  were  built.  I regret  to  say,  however,  tliat  owing 
to  the  difficulties  of  priorities,  permits,  etc.,  the  old  property  in 
the  area  is  deteriorating  badly. 

I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration for  their  support  during  the  year,  in  all  matters  regarding: 
the  health  of  the  people. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  Stephens, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health'. 


11 


MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  AND  NATIONAL  SERVICE. 

National  Insurance  Act,  1946.  Industrial  Analysis  of  Class  I Insured  Persons  (Employed 
and  Unemployed)  in  Mid  1948,  for  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Merthyr  Vale, 

Dowlais  and  Treharris  Local  Office  Areas. 


Order 


xti 

xiii 

xiv 

XV 

xvi 

xvii 

xviii 
xix 

XX 

xxi 

xxii 

xxiii 

xxiv 


*Industrial  Group. 


Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Fistiing  ... 
/Coalmining 

\ Other  Mining  and  Quarrying 
Treatment  of  Non-Metal  Mining  Products 
Chemicals  and  Allied  Trades 
/Sheets  and  Tinplates 
\ Other  Metal  Manufacture 
fEngineering 

Shipbuilding  and  ShipTrepairing 
Electrical  Goods 


Vehicles 

Meta’  Goods  not  elsewhere  specified 
Pr  cision,  Instruments  Jewellery, etc. 
Textiles 

Leather,  Leather  Goods  and  Fur  ... 
Clothing... 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco  ... 
Manufacture  of  Wood  and  Cork 
Paper  and  Printing  ... 

Other  Manufacturing  Industries 
Building  and  Contracting 
Gas,  Electricity  and  Water  ... 
Transport  and  Communication 
Distributive  Trades  ... 

Insurance,  Banking  and.  Finance  ... 
Public  Administration  and  Defence 
Professional  Services  ... 

Miscellaneous  Services 
Ex-Service  Personnel  on  Leave 


TOTALS 


Unemployment  Books  Exchanged  \ 

N./.  Cards  issued  to  Employed 
Persons  not  holding  Unem- 
ployment Boohs  J 

Total 

Men 

Boys 

Women 

j Girls 

Men 

Boys  j 

Women 

Girls 

206 

14 

5 

i 

38 

1 

6 

_ 

271 

4587 

84 

21 

10 

279 

— 1 

3 

j 

4984 

131 

3 

5 

7 

1 





146 

91 

10 

19 

6 

9 

1 

1 

137 

520 

15 

27 

8 

12 

— j 

4 

— 

576 

368 

19 

4 

27 

_ 

3 

421 

712 

15 

132 

4 

36 

— 1 

19 

1 ~ 

918 

419 

4 

270 

38 

15 

“ i 

7 

753 

507 

75 

609 

31 

37 

24 

[ 

1284 

71 

19 

9 

1 

9 



3 



112 

334 

17 

185 

14 

43 

I j 

5 



599 

320 

48 

306 

94 

2 

— 1 

5 



775 

22 

— 

12 

4 

2 





1 

4! 

83 

3 

313 

212 

13  ; 



14 

2 

640 

278 

39 

154 

55 

43 

1 

U 



58! 

39 

9 

8 

3 1 

1 





59 

54 

10 

32 

27 

II  1 



3 



137 

81 

21 

133 

34 

7 

I 

4 



280 

1964 

121 

8 

I 

82  1 







2176 

261 

15 

8 

— 

38  ! 



2 



324 

676 

41 

11 

11 

295  j 



15 



3015 

829 

147 

641 

1S6 

161 

1 

81 



2016 

10 

3 

6 

2 

114 

I 

28 

1 

165 

685 

21 

131  ; 

4 

324 

1 

287 

1 

1454 

89 

5 

138  1 

10 

257 



424 

I 

924 

221 

24 

449 

69 

85  1 

! 

331 

9 

1189 

120  i 

— 

2 1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

125 

13682 

782 

3694  1 

792 

185! 

9 

1281 

15 

22106 

NOTES—  *For  details  of  Industrial  Groups,  see  Standard  Industrial  Classification  1948  (H.M.S.O.). 

f These  persons  were  insurable  under  t e former  Unemployment  Insurance  Acts  and  figures  given  are  comparable 
with  those  for  previous  years. 

into  insurance  as  at  5th  July,  1948  (including  persons  previously  insured  for  Health  purposes  only) 
Figures  for  self-employed  and  non-smployed  persons  are  not  available. 


It  mU  be  noted  that,  because  of  the  introduction  of  the  N.I.  Act  on  5th  July,  1948,  and  the  reclassification  of  Industry 
t.roups,  the  shedule  is  different  m form  and  grouping  from  that  given  for  1947,  and  is  not  therefore  comparable  with  that 
and  previous  years.  ^ 
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MERTHYR  TYDFIL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

V'ITAL  statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  17,761  acres 


Population  (Census  1931)  : 

Male  s — 36,317  ) yj  108 

Females — 34,791  I 

Estimated  Resident  Population  : 

Midsummer,  1948  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  59,640 

Birth  Rate  for  1948  ...  ...  ...  •••  18.4 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  previous  ten  years  ...  ...  16.63 

Crude  Death  Rate  from  aU  causes  for  1948  ...  ...  14.05 


Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1948  ...  0.7 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  1948  0.05 

Infantile  Mortahty  Rate  for  1948  per  thousand  births...  48.2 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  1948  per  thousand  births...  5.4 


Assessable  Value  (General  Rate)  £236,468 

The  produce  of  a penny  rate  during  1948  ...  £835 

Number  of  Houses  on  Rate  Books  during  1948...  16, 354 
Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  338 

Number  of  Farms 75 

Number  of  Inns  and  Clubs  ...  173 


16,940 
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BIRTHS  1948. 

Net  number  of  Live  Births  registered  IO99 

The  illegitimate  births  are  as  follows 

Males  ...  ...  ...  16 

Females  ...  ...  iQ 

STILL-BIRTHS  1948. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supphed  the  foUowiog  tables 


Males  20 

Females  -20 

The  Illegitimate  Still-Births  are  as  follows  : — 

Males  ...  ...  ...  1 

Females  ...  ...  ...  1 


DEATHS  1948. 

Number  of  Deaths  in  1948  ...  838 

The  number  of  deaths  actually  occurring  in  the  Coimty 
Borough  Area  during  1948  was  916,  but  with  the  addition  of  4.6 
deaths  of  Merthyr  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  Borough 
and  the  subtraction  of  124  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred 
within  the  area,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  838. 

Analysis  of  deaths  of  non-residents  : — 

Tydfil  Lodge,  97  ; General  Hospital,  16  : Mardy  Isolation 

Hospital,  6 ; Pontsarn  Sanatorium,  1 ; Private  Residences,  2 ; 
Quakers  Yard  Road,  1 ; Colliery,  1. 

Total  ...  124. 


^ Analysis  of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  County 
Borough  Area  : 

Carmarthen  Infirmary,  1 ; Sully  Hospital,  2 ; Taff  Merth5n: 
Colliery,  1 ; Cefn  Coed  Hospital,  5 ; Royal  Infirmary,  Cardiff, 
12  ; Ty  Pontypridd,  1 ; Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  1 ; Glyn 
Neath  Colliery,  1 ; Rookwood  Hospital,  2 ; Cardiff,  1 ; Whitchurch 
Hospital,  2 ; Morriston  Emergency  Hospital,  2 ; Bedwas,  1 ; Tre- 
herbert,  1 ; St.  Winifred’s  Hospital,  1 ; Gloucester,  1 ; Grove 
House  Convalescence  Home,  1 ; Llanishen,  1 ; Tonypandy,  1 ; 
Harrow,  1 ; Daventry,  1 ; East  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  1 ; 
Bedlinog,  1 ; Talgarth,  1 ; Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  1 ; 
Rampton  State  Institution,  1 ; Gian  Ely  Hospital,  1. 

Total  : 46. 


The  deaths  were 

distributed 

in  the  Wards 

as  follows  : — 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Dowlais  ... 

...  204 

Town 

118 

Penydarren 

...  82 

Plymouth  ... 

99 

Park  

...  93 

Merthyr  Vale 

81 

Cyfarthfa 

...  72 

Treharris  . . . 

89 

I am  not,  however,  giving  the  percentage  death  rate  in  the 
various  wards  because  the  only  available  information  regarding 
the  population  in  the  respective  wards  is  contained  in  the  1931 
census,  and  as  you  are  aware,  a number  of  changes  have  taken 
place  in  ward  distribution  of  population  since  then. 

No  significance,  of  course,  can  be  attached  to  the  above  figures, 
because  age  and  sex  distribution  have  not  been  taken  into  account, 
nor  has  the  population  and  deaths  at  hospitals  and  institutions. 

ANAEYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

Total. 

Males  ...  ...  122 

Females  ...  ...  110 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows  : — 

0 — 5 5 — 15  15—45  45 — 65  65  upw’da 

M.  — — 9 26  87 

F.  — — 6 29  75 

Heart  disease,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  27.6%  of  the 
total  causes  of  death. 
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CANCER  AND  MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 


Males 

Females 


Total. 

49 

40 


in  the 

age  and  sex 

groups  are  as 

15—45 

3 

45—65 

28 

65  upw’da 
18 

2 

14 

24 

Disease, 

therefore,  was 

responsible  for 

follows  ; — 

(^—5  5 — 15 

M.  — — 

F.  — — 

Cancer  and  Maligna , 

10.6%  of  'ffio  total  causes  of  death  as  compared  with  10.4  /o 

last  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  other  forms). 

Total. 

23 
22 


Males 

Females 


The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows ^ 

M.  - - 14  7 2 

F.  - — 20  2 - 

Tuberculosis,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  5.36%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death. 

CONGENITAL  DEBILITY,  PREMATURE  BIRTH,  AND 
malformation. 

Total. 

15 
15 


Males 

Females 


Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformation, 
therefore  was  responsible  for  3.57%  of  the  total  causes  of  death. 
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BRONCHITIS. 


Males 

... 

44 

Females 

... 

23 

The  deaths  recoided 

in 

the 

age  and  sex 

groups  are  as 

follows  : — 

0—5  5—15 

15- 

-45 

45—65 

65  upw’ds 

M.  2 — 

16 

26 

F.  1 — 

2 

20  , 

Bronchitis,  therefore, 

was 

responsible  for  7.9%  of  the  total 

causes  of  death 


PNEUMONIA. 

Total. 

Males  ...  ...  19 

Females  ...  ...  10 


The  deaths 
follows  : — 

recorded 

in  the 

age  and  sex 

groups  are  as 

0—5 

5—15 

15—45 

45—65 

65  upw’ds 

M.  9 

— 

1 

4 

5 

F.  5 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  3.46%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death. 


DEATHS  AT  CERTAIN  AGE  PERIODS. 


Age  Periods 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

Under  1 year 

...  27 

...  26  . 

. 53 

...  6.32 

1~.=) 

...  2 

...  1 . 

. 3 

...  0.36 

5-15 

...  2 

...  — . 

2 

...  0.24 

15-45 

...  46 

...  44  . 

. 90 

...  10.74 

45-65 

...  138 

...  90  . 

. 228 

...  27.21 

65  and  over 

...  250 

...  212  . 

. 462 

...  55.13 
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FATAL  ACCIDENTS. 

The  following  fatal  accidents  and  suicides  were  recorded  during 
the  year  : 

Accidental  fall  downstairs,  3 ; shock,  4 ; drowning,  1 ; hanging, 
1 ; suffocation,  1 ; fall  of  roof  underground,  3 ; poisons,  2 ; asphyx- 
iation due  to  carbon  monoxide  poisoning,  1 ; falling  down  disused 
pit,  1 ; heart  failure,  1 ; accidentally  caused  by  coal  tram  under- 
ground, 1 ; throat  wound,  1 ; motor  cycle,  1 ; motor  lorry,  1. 

TOTAL  ; 22. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  during  1948 
was  53,  which  is  twenty-one  less  than  for  1947,  but  which  gives  a 
a rate  of  48.22  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  62.65  per 
thousand  births  for  the  previous  year. 


COMPARISON  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants  ...  ...  ...  49 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  Legitimate  Births  ...  45.6 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  34 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  ...  39 

ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS— 1948. 

{a)  Subdivision  into  age  groups  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 

Under  one  week,  22; 

Over  one  week  but  imder  one  month,  8 ; 

One  to  three  months,  13  ; 

Three  to  six  months,  6 ; 

Six  to  twelve  months,  4. 

Totai,  53. 

{b)  Subdivision  into  causes  of  Death  under  One  year. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  at  the  age  groups 
stated  : — 

Under  One  Week  : ... 

Premature  births,  8 ; heart  failure,  2 ; debility,  4 ; con\mlsions, 
2 ; haemorrhage,  2 ; atelactasis,  1 ; hydrocephalus,  1 ; marasmus,  1 ; 
other  defined  diseases,  1. 

Total  deaths  under  one  week  : 22. 
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Over  One  Week  but  under  One  Month : 

Premature  birth,  1 ; convulsions,  1 ; marasmus,  1 ; debility,  1 ; 
broncho  pneumonia,  4 

Total  deaths  over  one  week  but  under  one  month  ...  8. 

One  Month  to  Three  Months  : 

Broncho  pneumonia,  6 ; heart  failure,  4 ; convulsions,  1 ; 
suffocation,  2. 

Total  deaths  one  to  three  months  ...  13. 

Three  Months  to  Six  Months : 

Cardiac  failure,  1 ; asphyxia,  1 ; pneumonia,  3 ; haemorrhage,  U 
Total  deaths  three  to  six  months  ...  6. 

Six  Months  to  Twelve  Months  : 

Broncho  pneumonia,  2 ; heart  failure,  1 ; other  defined  diseases,. 

1. 

Total  deaths  six  to  twelve  months  ...  4 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  Ward  Distribution  of  Infant  Deaths  for  1948  was  as 
follows  ; — 


Dowlais  ... 

4 

Town 

26 

Penydarreu 

1 

Plymouth 

2 

Park 

13 

Merthyr  Vale  ... 

1 

Cyfarthfa 

3 

Treharris... 

3 

Tot.^i,  ... 

53 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY 

RATE  FOR  THE 

YEARS 

1927  TO 

1947. 

1927 

103 

1938 

77 

1928 

93 

1939 

86 

1929 

107 

1940 

58 

1930 

91 

1941 

. 80' 

1931 

105 

1942 

80.03 

1932 

73 

1943 

63 

1933 

89.7 

1944 

64 

1934 

74 

1945 

70.8 

1935 

74 

1946 

60.47 

1936 

79 

1947 

62.65 

1937 

79 

1948 

48.22 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


{a)  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council ; Nos.  3^ 
and  4,  Glebeland  Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil ; Plough  School, 
Gellifaelog,  Dowlais ; Church  Hall,  Troedyrhiw ; Bethel 
Hall,  Treharris. 

{b)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  744 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 463- 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centres  during 
the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  862: 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 to  5 years  779- 


TODDLERS’  CLINIC. 

A Clinic  for  toddlers  is  held  once  fortnightly  for  children, 
from  2 to  5 years  of  age,  excepting  those  who  are  in  attendance 
at  Elementary  Schools. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Mid  WIVES  Act,  1936. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  the  Midwives  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1948  was  477.  The  average  number  of  cases 
per  Midwife  was  43.  This  number  is  small,  but  regard  must  be 
had  to  the  peculiar  configuration  of  the  Borough  and  the  fact 
that  no  Midwife  is  supplied  with  a car,  and,  consequently,  long 
distances  have  to  be  undertaken  on  foot. 

The  total  amount  of  fees  received  up  to  4th  July, 
1948,  in  respect  of  attendances  of  Midwives  as  Midwives  or 
Maternity  Nurses  was  ;^301  13s.  6d. 
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The  fees  charged  to  individuals  for  attention  as  Midwives  or 
^Maternity  Nurses  is  as  follows,  and  remission  of  fee  takes  place 
where  the  income  falls  below  the  undermentioned  scale  : — 


Net  Weekly  Parental  Income  per 
head  (after  deducting  Rent  and 
including  newly-bom  infant). 

Amount  of 
Fee 

Recoverable. 

Under  10s. 

Nil. 

10s.  to  12s.  6d.... 

10s. 

12s.  6d.  to  15s 

20s. 

15s.  and  over  ... 

30s. 

Subject  to — 

(a)  Maternity  Benefit  not  being  claimed  ; but  that  in  the 
event  of  two  benefits  being  received,  one  benefit  shall 
be  claimed  from,  and  be  payable  by,  the  patient. 

(5)  Special  consideration  shall  be  given  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  in  cases  where  exceptional 
expenditure  is  incurred  by  the  parent,  e.g.,  train  or  bus 
fares  to  and  from  work. 

The  scheme  is  working  quite  satisfactorily,  but  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  inaugurated  any  satisfactory  scheme  for 
Refresher  Courses  in  South  Wales. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  2 

Number  of  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 
Number  of  deaths  from  other  Maternal 
Causes  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notifications  per  1,000  total  births, 
9^  England  and  Wales,  was  6.89  ; for  Merthyr, 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

i 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year 6 

Death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  ...  ...  5.4 

Death  rate  per  thousand  total  births  ...  ...  5.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis,  rate  per  thousand 

total  births  ...  Nil  '] 

!; 

K 

MERTHYR  INFIRMARY  AND  GWAUNFARREN  i 

MATERNITY  HOME.  ir 

% 

738  women  entered  the  Infirmary  and  Gwaunfarren  Maternity  i' 
Home  for  their  confinement  during  the  year — of  these,  622  were^: 
cases  from  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Priority  forf 
admission  was  given  to  those  {a)  Primipara — with  anticipated*; 
obstetrical  difficulties,  and  [b)  cases  where  the  home  circumstance^ 
were  unsatisfactory. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


# 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM, 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  2 

Rate  per  thousand  births  ...  ...  1.8 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  : — 


Cases 

Vision 

un- 

impaired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Rem'ved 

from 

District 

Trea 

ted 

Vision 

impaired 

Deaths 

No. 

notified 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

2 

1 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BOARDING -OUT  OF  CHILDREN. 

The  Boarding-out  Committee  meet  once  monthly,  and  the 
Health  Visitors  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  homes  and  the 
children  whom  they  visit  several  times  each  month.  On  the 
31st  December,  1948,  there  were  31  children  boarded-out. 

The  functions  of  the  PubUc  Assistance  Committee  in  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  education  and  maintenance  of  poor  children 
apart  from  their  parents  are  carried  out  by  the  Education  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees,  subject  to  the  general 
directions  of  the  Pubhc  Assistance  Committee. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  foster  parents  registered  during 

the  3^ear  1947  was  Nil 

The  number  of  children  registered  was  ...  2 

No  cases  were  placed  on  the  register  during  the  j’ear 
1948,  and  in  no  instances  were  legal  proceedings  necessary  in 
respect  of  the  infringement  of  the  Act  during  the  year.  Nursing 
and  maintenance  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  There  are  at 
present  2 foster  parents  and  2 children  registered. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CASES  OF  CHILDREN  NOT 
ATTENDING  SCHOOL. 


The  following  is  the  table  of  work  done  during  the  year  : — 
Merthyr  Centre  : 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  sunlight  cases...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Number  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ...  354 

Number  of  ultra-violet  ray  treatments ...  ...  ...  382 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dowlais  Centre  : 

Number  cf  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  sunlight  cases...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Niuuber  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ...  176 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  ultra-violet  ray  treatments  ...  ...  ...  74 

Treharris  Centre  ; 

Number  of  cases  16 

Number  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ...  44 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  2 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases  for  the  year  1948  116 

Number  of  deaths Nil 

SCARLET  FEVER— AGE/WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


Dowlais 

Under  1 1-5 

...  — ...  6 

5-15 

...  10  .. 

15-25 

25-45 

65  and 

45-65  over  Total 
. — ...  — ...16 

Penydarren 

...  — ...  4 

...  3 ... 

, 1 . 

..  — ... 

— ...  — ...  8 

Park 

...  — ...  3 . 

..  5 ... 

1 .. 

. — ... 

— ...  — ...  9 

Cyfarthfa 

...  — ...  1 . 

..  3 ... 

— .. 

. — ... 

- ...  - ...  4 

Town 

...  — ...  23 

...  24  .., 

. 1 ... 

— ... 

— ...  — ...  48 

Plymouth 

...  — ...  — 

...  4 ... 

— .. 

. — ... 

— ...  — ...  4 

Merth^'r  Vale...  — ...  2 . 

..  1 .. 

— .. 

. — ... 

— ...  — ...  3 

Treharris 

...  — ...  9 . 

..  15  ... 

— .. 

. — ... 

— ...  — ...  24 

Total 

...  — 48 

65 

3 

— 

— — 116 

Of  the  116  notified, 
remainder  were  nursed  at 

25  were 
home. 

removed  to  hospital,  and  the 
The  disease  continues  to  be 

mild  in  type. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  ...  ...  ...  6S 

(Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .01, 

During  the  year  1948  the  total  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria, 
notified  was  08,  but  of  the  68  cases  only  8 were  cases  of  clinical 
diphtheria.  I propose  in  future,  to  give  the  case  mortality  and  in- 
cidence on  this  basis.  In  previous  years  all  cases  that  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  diphtheria  have  been  taken, 
as  the  true  figure,  and  case  mortality  and  incidence  have  been 
■ based  on  that.  That  return,  of  cour.se,  was  inaccurate,  but  now 
that  we  have  come  to  the  true  statistical  figure,  we  find  that  our 
case  mortality  is  Nil. 


DIPHTHERIA— AGE /WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


4 


Under  1 1-5 


jDowlais 

i 

jPenydarren  .. 

|Park 

pCyfarthfa 

(Town 

[Plymouth 

(Merthyr  Vale.. 

iTreharris 


1 ... 


2 ... 


5-15  15-25 

1 ...  — .. 
— ...  1 .. 


3 .. 


4 .. 


1 ... 


25-45  45-65 

1 ...  — . 


65  and 
over  Tota 

. — ...  2: 

. — ...  2: 

. — ...  0 

. — ...  0 

. — ...  0 

. — ...  0 

. — ...  O’ 

. — ...  4 


Total  . . . 


8: 
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An  analysis  of  the  age  distribution  of  the  notified  cases- 
shows  that  25%  were  under  5 years  of  age;  44.11%  5-15; 
14.70%  15-25  ; 16.17%  25-45. 

One  death  occurred  during  1948. 

As  stated  in  a previous  Report,  an  immunisation  campaignt 
was  commenced  on  the  12th  of  September,  1934. 

Number  of  children  completely  immunised 

up  to  and  including  31st  December,  1948  16,564 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

One  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was  notified  during: 
the  year.  There  was  one  death  during  the  year. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  ENCEPHALITIS 
LETHARGICA. 

There  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  no- 
deaths during  the  year. 


DIARRHOEA. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diarrhoea  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  45. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

Total  number  of  Notifications 
Pulmonary  Males 

Females  .. 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Males 

Females  .. 


152 

82 

54 

6 

10 
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Notification  Rates  : 

Pulmonary  ...  Males 

Females . . . 

Non  Pulmonary  . . . Males 

Females ... 

DEATHS. 

Total  number  of  Deaths  

Pulmonary  ...  Males 

Females . . . 

Non-Pulmonai*y . . . Males 

Females . . . 

Death  Rates  : 

Pulmonary  ...  Males 

Females... 

Non-Pulmonary . . . Males 

Females. . . 

Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms) 


The  age  distribution  is  given  in  the  sub-joined  table  : 


Age 

Periods 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

0—1 

M. 

F. 

1 

u. 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

1—5 

5—15 

- - 

- -- 

- 

4 

12 

1 

4 

1 

1 

15 — 45 

13 

17 

— 

1 

46 

47 

3 

7 

45—65 

9 

2 

— 

— 

17 

3 

1 

2 

65  and 
upwards 

2 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Totals 

24 

V 

20 

— 

1 

t 

80 

V 

56 

6 

10 

45 

152 

...  1. 39 

...  0.90 

...  0.10 
...  0.16 


45 

23 

19 

3 


0.38 

0.31 

0.05 


0.75 


RETURN  SHOWING  THE  WORE  OF  THE  DISPENSARY  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1947. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  Notifications  was  as  follows  : — 


Dowlais 

26 

Town 

23 

Pen}'darren 

19 

Plymouth 

18 

Park  ... 

18 

Merthyr  Vale  . 

15 

Cyfarthfa 

19 

Treharris 

14 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the 

deaths  was  as 

follows  : — 

Dowlais 

11 

Town  ... 

8 

Penydarren 

7 

Plymouth 

6 

Park  

5 

Merthyr  Vale  . 

4 

Cyfarthfa 

4 

Treharris  ' 

One-Hundred-and-Twenty-Three  cases  were  admitted  to 
Hospitals  or  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 

Of  the  45  deaths,  32  occurred  at  home  and  13  at  institutions. 
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MEMO  266 /T. 

During  the  period  ending  4th  July  1948  there  were  89  cases  dealt 
with,  and  the  following  is  detailed  information  regarding  same  ; — 

There  were  726  payments  made,  and  the  total  amounts 
paid  out  was  ^1,822  15s.  4d.,  made  up  as  follows: 

£ s.  d. 

MAINTENANCE  574  payments  totalling  1638  7 4 
DISCRETIONARY  168  „ „ 85  17  4 

*SPECIAD  159  ,.  „ 98  10  8 

*The  Special  Payments  are  made  up  of  135  pocket  money 
allowances  and  44  travelling  allowances. 


AFTER-CARE  SCHEME. 

This  Scheme  No.  173  was  started  in  November,  1945. 

Five  cases  were  put  on,  and  allowances  comparable  with 
266 /T  were  paid  ; — 

From  29/12/47  to  4/7/48  the  sum  of  £151  19s.  3d.  was 
paid  out  to  these  cases. 

The  sub- joined  table  (page  30)  gives  a return  of  the  work 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 


MEASLES. 


Number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Department  during  the 
year  and  visited  by  Health  Visitors 


130 


Number  of  Deaths 


Nil 
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WHOOPING-COUGH. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  

Number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Department  and 
visited  by  Health  Visitors 

Whooping  Cough  Mortality  Rate 

PNEUMONIA. 

Number  of  Notifications  received  during  the  year 
Number  of  Deaths 
Pneumonia  Mortality  Rate  ... 


SMALL- POX. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  the  above  con- 
dition are  in  the  Mardy  Hospital  Grounds. 

The  Chnics  are  available  at  3 p.m.  for  females  on  Tuesdays 
and  for  males  on  Thursdays  at  5 p.m.  The  Irrigation  Room  is 
open  daily  (except  Sundays)  at  12  noon  and  5 p.m. 

On  January  1st,  1948,  16  males  and  15  females  were  under 
treatment,  and  during  the  year  34  males  and  9 females  came, 
under  treatment  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  completion  of  treatment  was  20  males 
and  9 females.  Four  males  were  transferred  to  other  centres 
for  treatment. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st 
December,  1948,  was  13  males  and  10  females. 
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The  number  of  attendances — 

(а)  For  individual  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  wag 

1,248  males  and  777  females. 

(б)  For  intermediate  treatment,  e.g.,  irrigation,  was 

210  males  and  128  females. 

A number  attending  the  Clinic  were  from  Glamorgan,  Mon- 
mouthshire and  Breconshire. 


Attendances  at  V.D. 

Year. 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


Clinic  1927—1948. 


Females. 

Total. 

776 

4633 

1651 

5566 

1843 

6267 

1648 

5757 

1685 

5338 

1620 

5839 

1905 

6266 

1458 

7578 

1928 

8815 

1697 

7678 

1689 

8253 

1321 

7339 

995 

6797 

1070 

5199 

1459 

3805 

1851 

4085 

1699 

3645 

1110 

3844 

1430 

3876 

969 

3778 

681 

2087 

905 

2368 

Males. 

3862 

3915 

4424 

4109 

3653 

4219 

4361 

6120 

6887 

5981 

6564 

6018 

5802 

4129 

2346 

2234 

1946 

2744 

2446 

2809 

1406 

1458 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  Notifications  received  during  the  year  ...  11 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from 
Erysipelas  received  during  the  year  1948  was  11,  as  compared 
with  1 in  the  previous  year. 


CHICKEN-POX. 

Chicken-pox  was  not  notifiable  during  the  year,  and  we  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred. 


BRONCHITIS. 


Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Bronchitis  Mortality  Rate 7.9. 

Forty-six  of  the  deatlis  occurred  amongst  persons  aged  65. 
years  and  over.  Of  these  26  were  males  and  20  were 
females. 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


Appended  are  the  classifications  of  in-patients  who  were  dis-  | 
charged  from  or  who  died  in  the  Institution  during  the  year,  and  j 
a classification  of  the  accommodation  for  the  sick  and  the  number  , 
of  beds  occupied  on  31st  December,  1948.  These  tables  apply  i 
only  to  the  ” hospital  ” side  of  the  Institution  : — • 

IN-PATIENTS. 

.•i 

STATISTICS  AS  AT  QUARTER  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1948  : 

1.  Total  number  of  admissions  (including  bom  in  ‘ 

Hospital)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  500  : 

t 

2.  Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  79- [ 

3.  Total  number  of  discharges  (including  born  in 

Hospital)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  545- «. 

4.  Duration  and  stay  of  patients ' included  in  2 and 

3 above : — 


(fl)  Under  four  weeks 490- 

(il  Four  weeks  and  under  thirteen  weeks  ...  88 

(c)  Thirteen  weeks  or  more  ...  ...  •••  46 

5.  Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  anaes- 
thetic (excluding  dental  operations)  90- 

See  also  subjoined  Classification  Table  (page  37). 
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ST,  TYDFIL’S  HOSPITAL. 

Classification  of  thb  Sick  and  tkb  Numbbe  of  Beds  Occupied  on  3Ist  Dkcembbr,  1948. 


Classification  of  Wards 

1 

BEDS 

Number 

of 

Wards 

Men 

Women 

1 Children 

Totals 

Providec 

Occupied 

Provided|Occupied^  Provided 

Occupied 

Provide« 

Occupied 

Medical 

3 

67 

62 

67 

50 





134 

112 

Surgical 

4 

18 

15 

14 

12 

— 

— 

32 

27 

Ciironic  Sick 

8 

64 

64 

61 

61 

— 

— 

125 

125 

Children 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

62 

31 

62 

31 

Venereal  Diseases  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 





_ 

Tuberculosis... 

2 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

6 

2 

Maternity 

2 

— 

— 

12 

n 

— 

! 

12 

11 

Mental  Disease 

2 

4 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— ! 

16 

4 

Isolation 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

- 

4 

— 

Totals  

32 

159 

141 

164 

140 

62 

31 

385 

312 

BEDS  PROVIDED — ^Males  158  ; Females  164  ; Children  62. 
OCCUPIED — ^Males  14!  ; Females  140  ; Children  31. 
TOTAD  PROVIDED—385  Beds  : 337  Ordinary  Beds. 

OCCUPIED — 312  Beds  : 337  Ordinary  Beds. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
in  the  Borough. 


THE  MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Cases  are  admitted  for  infectious  diseases  from  the  County 

Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil, 

Aberdare  Urban  District  Council, 

Vaynor  and  Penderyn  R.D.C.  and  from  the  Borough  of  Brecon  ; 

General : 

On  1st  January,  1948  a 

total  of  50  patients  remained  in 

hospital,  namely  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Diphtheria 

9 

Tubercxilosis 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Polio. 

2 

Measles 

5 

Observations 

1 

During  the  year,  235 

50 

patients  were  admitted.  This 

total  was  made  up  of  the  following : — 

Diphtheria 

• . . ...  ...  89 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

Tuberculosis 

41 

C.  S.  M 

7 

Pneumonia 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

Pemphigus 

2 

Observation 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

Measles 

9 

Undulant  Fever  ... 

1 

Mumps 

1 

Anthrax  ... 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

235 
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BOROUGH  CASES. 


Details  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hos- 
pital from  within  the  County  Borough  area  are  as  follows: — 

General : 


1st  January,  1948,  18 

patients  remained  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

Polio  Observation 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Measles 

5 

During  the  year,  142 

of  : — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
C.  S.  M.  ... 
Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 
Observation 
Chicken  Pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Pemphigus 
Anthrax  ... 


patients  were  admitted,  consisting 

70 

. ...  ...  ...  25 

. ...  ...  ...  6 

1 

2 

13 

4 

9 

8 

1 

2 

1 


Scarlet  Fever : 


142 


Twenty-five  cases  were  admitted  and  twenty-seven  discharged 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  cases  were  admitted 
from  homes  where  there  were  expectant  mothers  or  where  there 
were  a large  number  of  school-children  contacts,  causing  a great 
loss  of  school  time  through  exclusion. 


Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 

in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  2 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still 

in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  — 
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Diphtheria  : 

Seventy  cases  were  admitted  and  seventy-three  were  discharged 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  No  positive  cases  were 
kept  in  for  a period  of  less  than  five  weeks,  and  severe  cases  were 
detained  for  periods  up  to  three  months. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 
maining in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  ...  6 

C.  8.  M. : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and 


still  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  Nil 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  ...  6 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  1 

Nmnber  of  patients  discharged  during  1948  ...  5 


Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  hospitals  1 
Various  : 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  the  following  were  treated 


at  the  hospital  during  the  year  : — 

Poliomyelitis 1 

Pohomyelitis  (Observation  Cases)  ...  1 

Observation  Cases  13 

Whooping  Cough  10 

Measles...  13 

Erysipelas  2 

Chicken  Pox 4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pemphigus  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Anthrax  ...  ...  ...  1 


48 
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OUTSIDE  AREAS. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  cases  sent  into  the  Mardy 
Isolation  Hospital  by  Authorities  other  than  the  County  Borough 
of  Merthyr  Tydfil  : — 


ABERDARE. 


General : 

During  the  year,  23  patients  were  admitted,  viz.  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

Diphtheria  10 

Erysipelas  ...  .••  •••  •••  2 

Observation  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Measles I 

23 


Scarlet  Fever  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  •••  ••• 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  ...  8 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948  ...  8 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 

maining  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  ...  Nil 


Diphtheria  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 

in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  •••  10 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948  ...  7 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  Nil 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 
maining in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  ...  o 

Various  : 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  the  following  five  cases 
were  admitted  from  Aberdare  : 

Measles 

Erysipelas  

Observation 


43 


General : 


BRECON. 


During  the  year,  24  patients  were  admitted  : 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Undulant  Fever 

C.S.M 

Mumps  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  : 


9 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

24 


Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948 
Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948 
Number  of  deaths  during  1948 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 
maining in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949 


Diphtheria  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 
remaining in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  ... 

C.  S.  M.  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  re- 
maining in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  ... 
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VAYNOR  AND  PENDERYN. 


General : 

On  the  1st  January,  1948,  two  cases  admitted  during  1947, 
remained  in  hospital  and  both  cases  were  poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  4 scarlet  fever  cases  were  admitted  and 
discharged. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

An  arrangement  exists  with  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  whereby  Tuberculosis  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Mardy  Isolation  Hospital  from  various  parts  of  South  Wales. 
In  view  of  this,  the  areas  from  which  Outside-Borough  cases  are 
admitted  are  not  specified,  it  only  being  possible  to  differentiate 
between  Borough  and  Outside  Borough  cases. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  and  still 
in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948  29 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  ...  41 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1948  ...  37 

Number  of  deaths  during  1948  ...  7 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still 

in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  26 


An  analysis  of  admissions  remaining  in  Hospital  on  1st  January,.: 
1949  : 

Borough  Cases 
Outside-Borough  Cases 

Totals  


Male.  Female. 
...  1 2 

...  9 14 

...  10  16 
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GWAUNFARREN  HOUSE  MATERNITY  HOME. 


Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948 
Number  of  births  during  1948... 


Number  of  live  births 


Number  of  still  births  ... 


425 

8 


430 

433 

433 


Number  of  babies  died  during  the  first  week  of  life 
Number  of  premature  births 


14 


Number  of  babies  born  w'eighing  under  5Wbs.  at  birth  ...  19 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  cases  of  measles,  whooping- 
cough,  puerperal  fever,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  and  opthalmic  neona- 
torum at  their  own  homes.  The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion provides  one  nurse  for  out-patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


VACCINATION. 
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No.  of 
Statutory 
Declar- 
ations of 
con- 
scientious 
objection 
actually 
received  by 
the  Vac- 
cination 
Officer 
during 
Calendar 
Year  1948 

13 

16 

05 

Total  No. 
of 

Certificates 

and 

copies  of 
successful 
primary 
vaccination 
of  children 
under  14 
durijig 
Calendar 
Year  1948 

CO 

No.  of 
these 
Births 
Jan.  31s< 
1948, 
neither 
entered 
nor  tem- 
porarily 
accounted 
for 

1 *1 

1 

Removal 

to 

places 

un- 

known 

574 

129 

1 

1 

CO 

o 

Removal 

to 

Districts 

duly 

apprised 

CO  m 

CO 

00 

CO 

Post- 

pone- 

ment 

by 

Medical 

Certifi- 

cate 

1 

- 

Died 

Un- 

yaccin- 

ated 

43 

15 

1 

58 

1 

No.  of 
con- 
scien- 
tious 
objection 
declara- 
tions 

222 

77 

299 

Had 

Small 

Pox 

1 1 

1 

Insus- 

cept- 

ible 

1 1 

1 

Suc- 

cess- 

fully 

vaccin- 

ated 

1 

j 

119 

68 

187 

No.  of 
Births 

1121 

295 

1416 

Registration 

Sub-Districts 

1 . Merthyr  Tydfil 

Upper  ... 

2.  Merthyr  Tydfil 

Lower  ... 

Totai, 
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Laboratory  Investigations. 


WATER  ANALYSIS,  1948. 

During  the  year,  eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bac- 
teriological examination,  and  two  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
following  are  the  result  of  these  examinations  : 

1.  RAW  WATER: 

(а)  Surface  Springs,  Pencoedcae  Colts.  Merthyr.  Bacter- 
iological— Total  organisms  are  numerous,  but  quantative 
results  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

(б)  Surface  Springs,  Pleasant  View,  Merthyr.  Bacteriol- 

ogical— Of  doubtful  purity. 

(c)  Surface  Spring,  Pleasant  View,  Merthyr.  Bacteriol- 
ogical— Fairly  satisfactory. 

{d)  Spring,  Greenfield  Cottages,  Quakers’  Yard.  Bacter- 
iological— Of  moderate  purity. 

Chemical — A fairly  soft  neutral  water.  Chemical  anal- 
ysis shows  no  evidence  of  recent  organic  contamination. 

{e)  Spring,  Pleasant  View,  Merthyr.  Chemical — A faintly 
alkaline  water  of  medium  hardness.  The  chemical  and 
physical  characters  are  satisfactory. 

(/)  Spring,  Plasycoed,  Troedyrhiw.  Bacteriological — Satis- 
factory. 

(g)  Spring,  Gethin  Farm,  Abercanaid.  Bacterioligical — 
unsatisfactory. 

FILTERED  WATER; 

(tt)  Tap  at  Kayser  Bondor  Factory,  Pentrebach.  Bacter- 
iological— Satisfactory. 

(&)  Tap  at  Council  Offices,  Merthyr.  Bacteriological — 
Fairly  satisfactory. 

In  the  County  Borough  Area,  there  are  16,354  houses,  413 
farms,  houses  and  shops,  and  1 73  licenced  premises,  making  a total  of 
16,940  dwellings  with  an  estimated  population  of  59,640.  Of  these 
dwellings,  all  with  the  exception  of  51  highlying  isolcated  premises, 
are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains.  There  are  no 
standpipes  in  the  County  Borough. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  & CHEMICAL  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  submitted  for  the  year  1948 
were  as  follows  : — 


356 

169 

173 


Examinations  of  pathological  specimens 
Examinations  of  milk  ... 

Examination  of  Ice  Cream 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Mr.  Rhys  Charles  acts  as  PubHc  Analyst  for  the  Borough. 

Dr.  G.  J.  G.  King,  of  Cardiff,  however,  is  pathologist  under 
the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme,  and  during  the  year  the  following 
examinations  were  carried  out ; 

Blood— Wassermann  Reaction  232 

Smears— Gonococci  ...  

34 

Blood— Gonococci  ...  


1 
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Inspection  & Supervision  of  Foodstuffs 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

On  December  31st,  1948,  the  names  on  the  register  in- 

cluded 43  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  39  cow-keepers  and  23 
wholesale  purveyors  of  milk. 

MILK  LICENSES. 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  ; — 

Form  A. — Producers’  License,  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation,  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  in  respect  of  a 
farm  at  which  the  milk  is  or  is  not  bottled  ...  1 

Form  Al. — Producer’s  License  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  “ Accredited ’’ in  respect  of  a 
farm  at  which  the  milk  is  or  is  not  bottled  ...  1 

Form  B. — 'Dealer’s  License  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation,  " Pasteurised  ’’  milk  ...  ...  ...  5 

Form  B. — Dealer’s  License  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 

designation  "Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  ’’  2 

Form  C. — Pasteuriser’s  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation,  “ Pasteurised.’’ ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  559  visits  of 
■inspection  to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  61  notices  were 
•served  under  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926  and  other  Regu- 
lations in  respect  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk-shops.  The 
condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  now  satisfactory,  but  needs  con- 
stant vigilance.  A dairy  is  provided  in  conjuncion  with 

every  cowshed. 

Out  of  a total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  samples  of  milk 
examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  during  1948,  sixty-six  were 
found  to  be  dirty,  and  fifty-one  slightly  dirty.  Necessary 
warnings  were  given  regarding  dirty  milk  and  advice  offered 
concerning  methods  of  preventing  contamination  of  milk  suppies 
thus  avoiding  recurrence.  I regret  to  say  that  much  of  the  con- 
taminated milk  is  derived  from  adjoining  farms  outside  the  area. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

One  thousand,  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  visits  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who 
all  possess  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Slaughtering  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  on  at  the 
Star  Slaughter-House. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Twenty-one  slaughter-men  were  given  licenses  during  the 
year,  and  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  regarding  the  humane  • 
and  scientific  slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs, 
were  carried  out. 

Number  of  Anim.\ls  Slaughtered  : 

Cta;tle  1,518;  Sheep,  12,425;  Pigs,  262;  Calves,  789. 

Me.vt  Condemned: 

Beef,  18,390-lbs.;  Pork,  439-lbs.;  Beef  Offal,  16,481-lbs.;: 
Pig  Offal,  605-lbs.;  Mutton,  1,275-lbs.;  Veal  304-lbs.;  Sheep) 
Offal.  7.665-lbs  ; Veal  Ofial,  40-lbs. 

Imported  Me.'VT  Condemned  : 

Beef,  l,146i-lbs. ; Mutton,  119^-lbs.  ; Bacon  and  Ham,  149-lbs 


FOODS  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  1948,  the  following  foods  were  found  to  be. 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrendered  either  for  destruction^ 
or  return  to  the  salvage  depot  : 

Tinned  Foods : 

Apples,  4 tins  ; apricots,  33  tins ; baked  beans,  74  tins ; broth,  3 tins ; 
Baker’s  filler  28  tins  ; brislings,  3 tins  ; beef  loaf,  40  tins  : brisket: 
beef,  8 tins;  braised  kidneys,  3 tins;  beetroot,  31  tins;  bacon,. 
25  tins;  brawn,  19  tins;  carrots,  12  tins;  corned  beef,  97  tins;: 
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cherries,  15  tins  ; crawfish.  6 tins  ; corned  mutton,  4 tins  ; dried 
eggs,  2 tins  ; dolphin  fish,  1 tin  ; date  pudding,  14  tins  ; damsons, 
3 tins  ; evaporated  milk,  587  tins  ; full  cream  milk,  46  tins  ; fruit 
salad,  84  tins  ; grape  fruit,  125  tins  ; gherkins,  2 tins  ; grapes,  4 ; 
tins  ; hone}^  1 tin  ; herrings,  7 tins  ; kidney  soup,  1 tin  ; kidney  pud- 
ding, 2 tins  ; luncheon  meat,  55  tins;  lambs,  tongues,  8 tins;  minced 
beef,  12  tins  ; marmalade,  42  tins  ; malted  milk,  4 tins  ; gooseberries, 
3 tins  ; mussels,  12  tins  ; macedoine,  8 tins  ; meat  and  veg.  2 tins,; 
potatoes,  8 tins  ; plums,  56  tins  ; peaches,  85  tins  ; peas,  190  tins  ; 
pears,  14  tins  ; pilchards,  195  tins  ; pineapples,  2 tins  ; orange  juice, 
13  tins  ; rabbit,  5 tins  ; roast  beef,  35  tins  ; rhubarb,  4 tins  ; soups, 
130  tins  ; salmon,  86  tins  ; stewed  steak,  48  tins  ; snoek,  1 tin  ; 
spaghetti,  30  tins  ; savoury  nut  meat,  1 tin  ; syrup,  2 tins  ; sardines, 
34  tins  ; sausages,  3 tins  ; sweet  corn,  1 tin  ; sponge  pudding,  1 tin  ; 
strawberries,  1 tin  ; tongue,  8 tins  ; tomatoes,  131  tins  ; turkey, 
2 tins ; tomato  juice,  108  tins  ; veal,  6 tins. 

Potted  Foods  : 

Chutney,  59  jars;  fish  paste,  5 jars;  jam,  32  jars;  mixed  picklo 
92  jars;  meat  paste,  14  jars;  piccallilli,  21  jars;  pickled  cabbage, 
208  jars  ; pickled  onions,  20  jars  ; mushrooms,  1 jar  ; walnuts,  1 jar. 

Packed  Foods : 

Barley  lemon  powder,  3 packets  ; cocoa,  703  lbs.  ; custard  powder, 
135  packets  ; flour,  3 packets  ; health  salts,  81  tins  ; mustard,  136 
packets  ; pearl  barley,  39  lbs.  ; sponge  mixture,  21  packets  ; semolina, 
10  packets  ; semolina,  56  lbs.  ; tea,  12  lbs. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  : 

Chestnuts,  40  lbs.  ; dates,  2|  lbs.  ; figs,  40  lbs.  ; miscellaneous  veg- 
etables, 134  lbs.  ; peas,  222  lbs.  ; peaches,  117  lbs.  ; potatoes,  613 
lbs. 

Meat,  Fish  and  Game  : 

Imported  beef,  1146|  lbs.  ; imported  mutton,  102  lbs.  ; imported 
lamb,  lbs.  ; bacon  and  ham,  149  lbs.  ; brisket  beef,  Ilf  lbs; 
bloaters,  42  lbs.  ; cod  roes,  28  lbs.;  filetted  fish,  1635  lbs.;  haddock, 
586  lbs.  ; herrings,  101  stones  ; liver,  15^  lbs.  ; pork,  70  lbs.  ; plaice, 
384  lbs.  ; rabbits,  54  carcasses  ; roast  beef,  6 lbs. 


Other  Miscellaneous  Foods  : 

Chocolate,  57|  lbs.  ; Christmas  puddings,  10  ; cheese,  8 lbs.  ; butter, 
7 lbs.  ; aerated  waters,  36  bottles  ; fat,  1 packet  ; sweets,  3 lbs.  ; 
sauce,  25  bottles. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  following  particulars  relate  to  Formal  and  Informat 
Samples  of  various  foods  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  R.  Pendrill  Charles,  Esq.,, 
M.D.,  F.R.I.C.  : 

Formal  Samples : 

1.  Milk.  During  the  year  1948,  168  formal  samples  of  milk, 
were  taken  for  analysis.  All  these  samples  with  the  exception  of 
three  were  found  to  be  genuine.  The  three  samples  which  were 
not  genuine,  were  found  to  be  : 

One  sample  2%  extraneous  water. 

One  sample  3%  deficient  in  fat. 

One  sample  4%  deficient  in  fat. 

The  milk  samples  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt,, 
and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  : 

Dirty  ...  ...  66  samples 

Slightly  dirty  ...  51 

Clean  51 


Total  ...  168 


2.  Sausages.  Six  formal  samples  of  beef  sausages  were 
examined,  one  of  which  was  found  to  be  adulterated,  being  33.2^ 
deficient  in  meat  content.  The  remaining  samples  were  found  to 
be  genuine  and  of  good  quality.  As  a result  of  the  above  deficient 
sample,  a prosecution  was  taken  against  the  offender,  which  was- 
heard  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  on  7th  September,  1948, 
and  the  defendant  was  fined  £5  and  costs. 

Informal  Samples : 

The  following  informal  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 


Arrowroot 

T aken 
1 

Genuine. 

1 

Baking  Powder 

...  2 

2 

Barley  Flakes 

2 

1 

Barley  Kernels 

1 

— 

Barley  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

1 

Carecoca 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

2 

2 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder 

1 

— 

Dessert  Royal 

...  1 

1 

Flavouring  Essence 

2 

2 

Flour 

...  7 

7 

Gelatine 

1 

1 

Ginger  

1 

1 
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Glencetti 

Mace 

Marcaroni 
Macaroni-Rice 
Malt-Choco 
Mincemeat  . . . 
Mustard 
N utmeg 
Oatmeal 
Pearl  Barley 
Potted  Pastes 
Pate  de  Foie 
Peas  (Dried) 
Pepper 
Picldes 

Pudding  Mixture 
Pudding  Powder 
Sago 

Sago  Creamola 
Savoury 
Semolina 
Soup  Powder 
Spice  (Mixed) 
Sponge  Mixture 
Tapioca 
Tea 

Vermicelli 


2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 


2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 


Of  the  above  samples  examined,  the  followmg  were  found  tO' 
be  adulterated  : 

1 sample  barley  kernels  infested  with  dead  meal  mites  ; 
1 sample  barley  flakes  infested  with  active  meal  mites„ 
their  ova  and  dead  meal  mites  ; 

1 sample  custard  powder  infested  with  dead  meal  mites 
1 sample  pearl  barley  infested  with  active  meal  mites„ 
their  ova  and  dead  meal  mites. 


Drugs  : 

The  following  informal  samples  of  drugs  were  taken  during 
the  year,  all  of  which  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  British 


Pharmacopeia  : 

Aspirin  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ...  ...  2 

Cream  of  Tartar  ...  ...  ...  1 

Epsom  Salts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flu  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glauber  Salts  ...  1 

Tincture  of  Quinine  ...  ...  1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  regulations  generally  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  handhng  and  transport  of  meat  is  observed 
in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations,  and  the  hawkers’  carts, 
are  protected  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  contamination  of 
the  meat. 


Notice  of  emergency  slaughter  continues  to  be  given  where 
necessaIy^  The  slaughter  of  pigs,  etc.,  for  home  consumption,, 
is  carried  out  at  the  cottager’s  premises,  prior  notice  being 
given  in  each  case  as  to  the  place  and  time  of  slaughter. 

All  meat-carriers  in  the  Borough  are  provided  with  and  wear 
washable  head-covering  and  overalls  when  carrying  meat. 


NxjMtKR  Kii,i,kd  : 


Bulls  and  Cows  and 
Steers.  Heifers. 


Sheep  and 

Calves.  I^mbs.  Pigs. 


402  1,116  789 


Number  Inspected  i 


12,425  262 

Total 

Inspected. 


4 02  1,116  789 


12,425  262 


14,994 


Aix  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 


Whoh  earcases  condemned — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and 
Steers.  Heifers.  Calves. 


Sheep  and 
Lambs. 


1 3 


5 26 


Pigs. 

1 


Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned— 


Bulls  and  Cows  and 
Steers.  Heifers. 


Sheep  and 
Calves.  Lambs. 


Pigs. 


207 


4 


5 


1,729 


12 


Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis — 13.29. 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

4 13  — — 1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

71  205  — — 20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis — 2.09 

INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS 
PREPARED. 

RESTAURANT  KITCHENS.  Including  licensed  premises 
where  food  is  prepared,  there  are  79  in  the  Borough,  of  which 
2'  are  factory  canteens,  33  school  canteens  and  3 colliery 
•canteens. 

FISH-FRYING  AND  CHIP  POTATO  SHOPS.  There  are 
35  in  the  Borough,  and  these  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  who  report  favourably  as  to  their  conditions  and 
absence  of  nuisance. 

BAKEHOUSES.  Fifty-nine  premises  were  in  use  during  the 
year,  including  one  certified  underground  bakehouse.  Three 
hundred  and  sixty-two  visits  were  made  during  the  year  ; 45  notices 
of  repairs  and  lime- washing,  etc.,  were  served.  The  conditions 
generally  were  satisfactory. 

BUTCHERS.  Small  goods,  including  brawu,  polonies,  pies, 
faggots,  etc.,  were  prepared  at  39  butchers’  establishments  and 
one  cottage.  At  the  butchers’  establishments  the  work  is  car- 
ried out  in  a special  room,  and  electric  power  is  available.  In 
the  cottage  small  business  is  done.  All  the  premises  are  regu- 
larly visited  by  the  Inspectors,  and  the  conditions  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


Of  the  Notices  served,  587  were  Statutorj^  and  980  Informal. 


Districts 


No. 

Nuisances  detected — 1 

No. 

2 

No. 

3 

No. 

4 

No. 

5 

Total 

1. 

Dilapidated,  defective  and 
choked  drains 

124 

132 

118 

85 

94 

553 

2. 

Insufl&cient  w.c.  accommoda- 
tion 

17 

11 

4 

19 

12 

67  ; 

o. 

To  open  and  repair  slop  drains 

61 

56 

67 

63 

58 

305 

4. 

To  provide  slop  drains 

2 

2 

2 

11 

3 

20  ; 

5. 

To  drain  urinals 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

4 ; 

6. 

To  provide  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  ... 

21 

12 

19 

15 

17 

84  ; 

7. 

To  pave  backyards 

18 

9 

16 

11 

11 

65 

8. 

To  repair  stable  drains 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

9. 

To  provide  manure  receptacles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

10. 

To  remove  foul  accumulations 

27 

28 

35 

28 

25 

143  { 

11. 

To  repair  dilapidated  dwellings 

52 

47 

48 

34 

44 

225  i 

12. 

To  cleanse  dwelling-houses  ... 

28 

18 

18 

19 

21 

104  1 

13.  To  provide  rainwater  troughing 

72 

89 

96 

86 

91 

434  • 

14. 

To  prevent  escape  of  sewer  gas 
into  houses  ... 

16 

7 

10 

3 

15 

s.| 

15. 

To  ventilate  drains 

2 

6 

3 

3 

7 

16. 

To  remove  fowls,  animals,  &c. 

3 

3 

3 

8 

5 

22  i 

17. 

To  prevent  overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( 

18.  Under  Slaughterhouse  Byelaws 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

19.  Under  Factory  Act 

14 

14 

14 

12 

9 

63  ' 

t 

20. 

Under  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Regulations  ... 

9 

18 

10 

10 

14 

i 

61  i 

< 

21. 

To  provide  a separate  water 
supply  

_ 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 ; 

1 

22. 

To  prevent  pollution  of  brook 

— 

2 

10 

— 

— 

12  • 

23. 

Common  Lodging-houses 

7 

2 

9 
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S-A NITARY  INSPECTIONS— 


Districts 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Nuisances  detected, — 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

24.  Houses  let  in  lodgings 

5 

— 

4 

12 

9 

25.  To  repair  defective  roofs  cans- 

ing  dampness 

118 

136 

133 

138 

145 

26.  To  remove  long  hopper  pans... 

7 

3 

6 

8 

8 

27.  To  provide  sinks  in  houses  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

28.  To  connect  drainage  cesspit  to 

sewer  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29.  To  cleanse  cesspit 

— 

4 

— 

1 

5 

30.  To  close  stable  as  insanitary... 

— 

— ^ 

— 

— 

— 

31.  To  divide  common  backyard... 

— 

— 



— 

— 

32.  To  provide  proper  coalplaces... 

7 

8 

6 

8 

10 

33.  Other  nuisances 

55 

56 

91 

77 

78 

Inspections  Made  During  the  Year  : 
House-to-house  ...  302 

315 

360  360  357 

Infectious  diseases  investigation  109 

47 

81 

69 

56 

Infectious  diseases  re-visited  ... 

109 

47 

81 

69 

56 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

403 

408 

360 

81 

136 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ... 

123 

127 

79 

110 

120 

Common  Lodging-houses 

59 

— 



17 



Houses  let  in  lodgings  ... 

59 

— 

32 

88 

52 

Non-Mechanical  Factories 

84 

87 

55 

53 

55 

Mechanical  Factories 

79 

36 

40 

79 

81 

Complaints  received 

107 

78 

137 

154 

119 

Results  of  the  Above  Inspections  : 


Nuisances  detected 
Notices  issued 
Premise.'^  disinfected 
Clothing  disinfected 

ft- 

Length  of  drain  tested  ...2174 


676 

666 

713  656  686 

305 

308. 

347  275  332 

81 

33 

59  46  43 

81 

33 

59  46  43 

ft. 

ft. 

ft.  ft. 

1727 

1540 

2366  1400 

Total 

SO 

670 

32 

4 


10 


39 

357 


1694 

362 

362 

1388 

559 

76 

231 

334 

315 

595 


3397 

1567 

262 

262 

ft. 

9207 
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RATS  AND  MICK  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 


Two  men  were  employed  tliroughout  the  year  on  rats  and  mice  - 
destruction.  The  N.S.  Special  Scheme  which  was  adopted  on; 
24th  March,  1948,  commenced  on  1st  April,  1948. 

RATS. 

Total  Number  of  ; 

Business  Premises  Treated  79 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Corporation  Properties  (includes  Schools,  School 
Canteens,  Baths,  Allotments,  Parks,  Hos- 
pitals, General  Stores  and  Areas,  Salvage 
Stores,  Stables,  Garages,  Culverts,  Waste 
Land,  Old  Ruins  (Houses  and  works)  Streams 
River  Banks,  Brooks,  Old  Feeders  and  Refuse  203 
Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Total  .* 470 


Estimated  Kill  (Ministry  Formula) 
Bodies  Recovered  ... 

Pre-Baits 
Poison  Baits 

Details  of  Infestations  Found  : 

Reservoir  

Major  ... 

Minor  ... 


...  32654 
...  549 

...  32174 
...  9730 


74 

193 

203 


Total 


470 


Details  of  “ Takes  ” of  Poisoned  Bait  at  each 
of  the  Above  Premises  : 

Good  Takes 
Small  Takes 


Total 


MICE. 

Business  Premises  Treated 
Dwelling  Houses  Treated 
Corporation  Properties  Treated  ... 

Total  

Bodies  Recovered 

Pre-Baits 
Poison  Baits 


470 


4 

54 

18 

76 

60 

2524 

739 
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TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS. 

All  manholes  in  the  sewers  were  dealt  with  and  16  men  were 
employed  for  this  purpose.  The  treatment  was  completed  on 
July  26th,  1948 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  88  factories  with  mechanical  power  (including 
bakehouses),  and  265  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

The  number  of  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used 
is  103,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  were  384. 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912—1938. 

In  connection  with  the  registration  and  inspection  of  shops 
827  visits  were  paid  to  shops  and  other  business  premises  during 
1948  to  check  the  hours  of  emplo5mient  of  young  persons  under 
the  Shops  Act,  1934,  under  the  Sunday  Trading  (Restrictions) 
Act,  1936,  and  under  the  Young  Persons  Employment  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  1,421  visits  were  paid  to  Shops,  Warehouses, 
Cinemas  and  Billiard  Halls,  and  as  a result  of  872  visits  in  con- 
nection with  Section  10,  Shops  Act  1934,  defects  were  noted  in  62 
instances  ; as  a result  of  the  service  of  informal  notices  suitable 
and  sufficient  means  were  provided  for  regulation  of  temperature, 
sanitarv'  conveniences,  fighting  and  washing  facilities  as  follows  ; — 


Number  Informal  Statutory 
Requirement.  Defective  notices  served  notices  served 

Provision  and  maintenance  of ; — • 


1.  Sanitary  Conveniences 
• 2.  Washing  facilities  ... 

\ 3.  Temperature ... 

(4.  Ventilation  ... 
f 5.  Facilities  for  meals... 


35 

27 

2 

16 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Nil 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

Totae 
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37 


4 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  9 common  lodging-houses  in  the  Borough,  and. 
76  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Inspectors.  Eight 
notices  were  served  during  the  year  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy 
defects.  The  conditions  generally  may  be  said  to  be  satisfac- 
tory ; and,  as  reported  previously,  the  accommodation  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  demand. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Thirty-eight  remain  on  the  Register,  Two  hundred  and  thirty 
one  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  3O  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy  defects.. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  now  5 premises  where  offensive  trades  are  carried, 
on : gut-scrapers,  2 ; feUmongers,  1 ; knackers,  1 ; fat-rendering, 

1.  No  complaints  regarding  these  premises  were  received  during- 
the  year. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  reported  on  in  the  School' 
Medical  Report  to  the  Board  of  Education.  The  action  taken 
in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases  is  in  conformity  with  the  Memoran- 
dum on  the  Closure  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1925,  issued 
conjointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  revised  in  1943. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Ninety  notices  to  repair  or  replace  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  and 
32  notices  to  replace  long  hopper  pans,  have  been  served.  In 
addition,  553  notices  were  served  to  repair  dilapidated,  defective 
and  choked  drains. 


Refuse  Collection. 


TOWN  AREA. 

Collection  of  Refuse  takes  place  on  alternate  days. 

The  refuse  from  the  Town  area  is  deposited  at  the  Wern 
Field,  ,Elwyncelyn. 


DOWEAlvS  AREA. 

The  refuse  of  the  district  is  disposed  of  at  : — 

(1)  Gelhfaelog  Cwm. 

(2)  Caeracca. 

(3)  Blaen  Dowlais  (in  small  quantities). 

PARK  AND  PENYDARREN  AREAS. 

Refuse  Collection.  Collection  of  refuse  takes  place  on 
alternate  days. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  refuse  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
district,  viz.,  Bethesda  Street,  Morgantown,  and  streets  on  the 


left  of  Brecon  Road  which  are  in  Cyfarthfa  Ward,  and  all  refuse 
from  Park  and  the  lower  end  of  Penydarren  is  deposited  at 
the  Wern  Field,  Flwyncelyn. 

The  refuse  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  district  (Penydarren 
Ward)  is  deposited  in  the  old  brewery  hollow  at  Gellifaelog. 


LOWER  valley  AREAS. 

Collection  of  Refuse  takes  place  on  alternate  days.  .j 

ii 

Refuse  Disposal — d 

I 

Abercanaid  and  Pentrebach. — Refuse  from  these  districts  is  j: 
deposited  on  site  near  Glynderris  Farm.  | 

if 

t 

Troedyrhiw,  Merthyr  Vale  and  Aberfan. — ^ Refuse  collected  in  < 
these  districts  is  deposited  on  the  south  side  of  the  Sewage  I 
Farm,  near  The  Grove.  <• 

TreJiarris,  Quakers’  Yard  and  Abercynon — Refuse  collected  in.^‘ 
these  districts  is  deposited  west  of  Cardiff  Road,  near^Pontygwaith^  I 
near  river,  and  north  side  of  Goitrecoedfawr  Farm,  Abercynon.  C 

Trade  Refuse  is  collected,  the  usual  charge  being  made  by| 
the  Corporation. 
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Prosecutions,  1 948. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings, 
other  than  those  concerning  food,  taken  during  the  year  : 


Nature  of  offence. 

Initials  of 
Defendant. 

{a) 

Nuisance,  Pubhc  Health  Act 

F.F. 

Result 

: Order  28  days  and  costs. 

ib) 

do. 

Result  : 

..  E.J. 

Order  6 weeks  and  Costs. 

io) 

,do 

Result  : 

..  E.J. 

Ordre  6 weeks  and  costs. 

id) 

do. 

Result  : 

. S.I.J. 

Order  6 weeks  and  Costs. 

(e) 

do. 

Result  : 

. H.M. 

Order  6 weeks  and  Costs. 

if) 

do. 

Result  : 

..  D.G. 

Order  14  days  and  Costs. 

ig) 

do. 

Result  : 

. S.S. 

Order  2 months  and  costs. 

{h) 

do. 

Result  : 

. Mrs.  P. 

Order  6 weeks  and  costs. 

(i)  Failing  to  Comply  with  Order  E.  J. 

Result : Fined  £2.  and  Costs. 

(;•)  do.  ...  E.J. 

Result  : Fined  £2  and  Costs. 

{k)  do.  ...  Mrs.  P. 

Res^llt  : Fined  £2  and  Costs. 

(Z)  Nuisance,  Public  Health  Act  S.I.  J. 

Result  : Order  28  days  and  Costs, 

(w)  do.  ...  W.H. 

Result  : Order  14  days  and  Costs, 

...  Mr.  B. 

Result  : Fined  £2  and  Costs. 


[n)  Dealer  in  Rags 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  bouses  inspected  ... 
Defective  drains  ... 

Choked  drains 
U:i ventilated  drains 
Pans  in  a filthy  condition 
Absence  of,  or  defective  cisterns. . . 
Absence  of,  or  defective  sinks... 
Insufficient  w.c.  accommodation 
Houses  in  a filthy  condition  ... 
Houses  in  bad  repair  and  damp 
Broken  pavement  in  yard 
Animals  and  fowls  in  yard 
Refuse  in  yard  ...  


Districts 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

302 

315 

360 

360 

357 

1694 

60 

58 

71 

51 

42 

282 

65 

63 

68 

92 

72 

360 

3 

6 

3 

3 

7 

22 

32 

26 

21 

24 

20 

123 

28 

15 

29 

15 

18 

105 

9 

9 

5 

7 

7 

37 

7 

11 

16 

19 

10 

63 

28 

18 

18 

19 

21 

104 

54 

47 

48 

34 

44 

227 

18 

9 

16 

11 

17 

71 

3 

3 

3 

8 

4 

21 

27 

28 

35 

22 

23 

135 

62  57 


Other  nuisances  ... 


49 


49 


51 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

NEW  HOUSES. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (i>)  ...  

{b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  666 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  7 


1.  INSPSCTION  of  DwEbblNG  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  (for  housing  defects 
under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  388 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 
the  purpose  ...  ...  ...594 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (in- 

cluded under  sub-head  1 above) 
which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  ...302 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 
the  purpose  ...  ...  ...520 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  in- 
jurious to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  52 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...190 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Tota^ 

362 

441 

429 

413 

2033 

509 

596 

637 

576 

2912 

315 

360 

360 

357 

1694 

462 

567 

531 

491 

2571 

47 

48 

34 

44 

225 

225 

229 

224 

236 

1104 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAT  NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  their  Officers 181  150  222  133  170 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 

the  YEAR  ; 

A- — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  wliich  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners...  ...  ...  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ...  


856 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS— con«ni<ed. 


i. — Proceedings  under  the  Pubhc  Health 
Acts  : — 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

14) 

(5) 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  101 

126 

101 

120 

139 

587 

(2)  Number  of  dweUing  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners 

78 

121 

93 

102 

126 

520 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ... 

19 

2 

15 

17 

53 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demol- 
ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 

10 

2 

13 

12 

__ — 

2? 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
imderground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Premises  closed 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which.  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ... 


E. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 

of  Owners... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  Closing  Orders  be- 
came operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  inten- 
tions to  close 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS— coM/»nM<jd. 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  Total 

F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  & 

15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling  houses 

having  been  rendered  fit...  ...  — — — — — — 

(31  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 
spect of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demol- 
ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Number  of  removals  of  tenants  under 
Slum  Clearance  Scheme  to  com- 
plete first  year’s  programme  ...  — — — — — — 

From  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 

From  Cellars  or  parts  of  Houses  ...  — — — — — — 

Furniture  and  effects  disinfected  ...  — — — — — — 

4.  Number  OF  Houses  owned  by  the  Locau  Authority,  distinguishing 

THOSE  BUIUT  IN  THE  EAST  THREE  YEARS  AND  HEED  UNDER  PART  2 

OF  THE  Housing  Act,  1925,  and  (2)  other  powers. 

Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority — 1944. 


■1128 


By  Purchase 

7 

Under  1890  Act  ... 

...  347 

Under  1919  Act  ... 

...  236 

Under  1924  Act  ... 

226 

Under  1930  Act  ... 

108 

Under  1936  Act  ... 

...  1020 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Inspectors’  work  regarding  the  eradi- 
cation of  bed  bugs. 

(a)  Number  of  Councie  Houses — 

(i)  Pound  infested  ...  ...  ...  18 

(ii)  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  Number  of  Other  Houses — 

(i)  Pound  infested  ...  ...  ...  82 

(ii)  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  82 

These  houses  were  visited  either  in  normal  house-to-house  inspections 
or  as  the  result  of  complaints  from  the  tenants.  The  Inspectors  report 
that  excellent  results  have  been  obtained  by  cleaning  and  scrubbing,  car- 
ried out  systematically,  with  soap  and  water.  In  addition,  sulphur 
fumigation,  Izal  spray  and  insecticide  sprays  (containing  DDT)  were  used. 
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Dental  Report  for  1948. 

The  Dental  Officer  submits  the  following  Report  : 

Number  of  mothers  treated  at  Clinic  274 


Fillings  68 

Extractions  10  0 

Local  ansesthetics 87 

Other  operations 7 ; 

General  anaesthetics  120 

Attendances  made 294 


During  the  year  1948  forty-four  dentures  were  supplied 


to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers. 

Infant  Welfare  cases  : — ■ 

No.  of  children  treated  at  Clinic 234 

General  anaesthetics 47 

Fillings 42 

Extractions  220 

Local  anaesthetics  24 

Other  operations 62 

Attendances  made  242 


274  mothers  examined  in  1948,  received  treatment.  Of  this, 
number  190  were  expectant  mothers  and  84  nursing  mothers.  Th^ 
details  of  treatment  are  detailed  in  the  above  analysis  of  figures.  The 
item  “other  operations”  included  cases  such  as  gum  treatment,  scaUnJ 
ulcers,  etc.  Instruction  is  given  to  the  patients  on  the  importance  of 
hygiene  of  the  month.  All  nursing  mothers  received  complete 
treatment  but  some  expectant  mothers  had  instructions  to  retur^ 
for  treatment  after  birth  of  the  child.  Great  interest  is  taken  in 
the  treatment  of  children  under  school  age  and  the  parents  are 
encouraged  to  bring  the  children  for  treatment,  even  if  it  is  only  for 
examination  purposes.  In  this  way  the  child  gets  used  to  the- 
clinic  and  is  more  easily  brought  back  when  necessary.  Two 
hundred  and  forty  eight  children  were  examined  and  two  hunderd 
and  thirty  four  treated.  Only  in  necessitous  cases  are  ex- 

tractions done  and  all  teeth  saved  as  far  as  possible  either  by 
filling  or  nitrate  of  silver  application.  Children  treated  at  tliis. 
age  have  more  confidence  when  they  have  to  attend  the  clinic  in 

their  school  days.  ^ 

JAMES  A.  WYLIE,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.S, 

Dental  Officer. 

T.  H.  STEPHENS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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TABLE  i. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  THE  YEAR  I 
Name  of  District  ; MERTHYR  TYDFIL 


948. 
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TABLE  2.  INFANT  MORTALITY  !948. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  I /ear  of  age. 


4 weeks 

3 months 

6 months 

Total 

under 

Total 

and 

and 

and 

Deaths 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

week 

month 

4 weeks 

3 mths. 

6 intiis. 

12mths. 

one 

year 

r Certified  

22 

S 

30 

13 

6 

4 

53 

All  Causes  \ 

Uncertified 

Small  Pox... 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  ...  ...  

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 

I 

8 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculous  (C) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Meninmtis  (Not  Tuberculous)  ... 
Convukions 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Spina  Bifida 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Ail  Forms)... 

— 

4 

4 

6 

3 

2 

15 

Diarrhcea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

Infantile  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Morbus  Cordis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asphyxia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Marasmus  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility 

4 

I 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Premature  Birth  ... 

8 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Atrophy  and  Debility  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Causes 

4 

4 

1 

I 

6 

22 

8 

3. 

13 

6 

4 

53 

Nett  Births  in  the  ye^ 


f Legitimate  — 1099 
\ Illegitimate — 26 


Nett  Deaths  under  one  year 


Legitimate  — 49 
Illegitimate — 4 
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table  2a.  INFANT  MORTALITY  1948, 

Nett  Deaths  under  One  Year  from  Stated  Causes — WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 
CAUSE  OF  DEATH  I “ i mid  I Warf  I *‘1 


All  Causes 


I 


Certified  ... 
Uncertified 


Small  Pox  ... 

Cliicken  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Asphyxia  ... 

Heart 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdommai  Tuberofious  (C) 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (Not  Tuberculous) 
Convu&ions 
Spina  Bifida 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Gastro  Enteritis  . . . 

Infantile  Jaundice 
Morbus  Cordis 
Suffocation 

Marasmus 

Atelectasis 

Congenital  Debility 
Premature  Birth 
DebiHty  ... 

Other  Causes 


13 


13 


26 


26 


"Degitkaate  —1099 


Vale 

Ward 


Nett  Births  in  the  year  I ' “ ; ^ j,ett  Deaths  nnder  one  year 

LHlephm.t.^26  \ ineg!tim«te_4 


Ward 


53 


4 

15 


53 


2 


■>r 


•> 


i 


TABLE  3. 

I'or  the  Year  1948  for  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act.  1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  which  superseded  the  Act 

of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938. 
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Totai, 649 


3a.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


3b.— OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES.  Section  108. 


Prosecutions 

(4) 

Nil 

a 

'A 

Notices 

Served 

(3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Instances 

(2) 

1 

§ 

Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Wearing  Apparei.  : — 
Making,  etc 

XOTAE  ... 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 
for  the  Year  ending,  December,  1948. 


r u * pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  schemes  under  Part 

III  of  the  above  Act  relative  to  local  arrangements. 

This  has  been  circularised  previously  to  the  Committee  and  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
SECTION  22. 

PART  I. 


GENERAL  STATISTICAL  DATA  ; 

1.  Total  mid- 1 946  population  of  the  Authority’s  area  ...  60,340. 

2.  Total  mid-1946  number  of  children  under  5 in  the  Authority’s  area 
4,983. 

3.  Number  of  registered  live  births  in  the  Authority’s  area.  Legitimate 

and  illegitimate  : 1945  — 960.  1946  — 1,141. 

EXISTING  SERVICE  : 

The  administrative  responsibility  for  this  service  rests  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the  School  Medical  Officer.  He  has  also  on  his 
staff  three  Assistant  Medical  Officers  who  are  also  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  Welfare  Auth- 
ority, in  co-operation  with  the  Education  Authority,  employ  six  Health  Visitors 
who  undertake  duties  for  both  authorities  (the  normal  complement  of  Health 
Visitors  is  eight).  Their  duties  include  health  visiting,  school  medical  service 
work,  child  life  protection,  supervision  of  midwives,  attendance  at  ante-natal 
clinics,  infant  welfare  clinics  and  school  medical  clinics.  There  was  until  recently, 
a non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives  and  health  visitors.  This  lady  has  now  been 
superannuated.  In  view  of  the  impending  legislation  at  the  tmie,  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  employ  another  Superintendent.  The  clerical  staff  for  the 
administration  of  this  service  is  equivalent  to  2J  full  time  clerks. 

There  are  at  present  four  clinics  in  the  Borough — two  of  which  are  open 
full-time  and  the  other  two  are  open  one  day  per  week.  On  these  premises 
ante-natal,  post-natal  and  school  medical  services  all  function.  Six  sessions  per 
week  are  normally  given  to  ante-natal  clinics,  and  the  post-natal  clinics  take  place 
on  the  same  afternoon  and  on  the  same  day.  This  has  been  due  to  shortage  of 
accommodation  and  medical  staff.  There  are  four  infant  welfare  sessions  held 
at  these  clinics  on  different  days  from  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

In  addition  to  a doctor  and  a health  visitor  being  present  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics,  the  Midwives  for  that  area  also  attend.  Women  are  encouraged  to  visit 
the  ante-natal  clinics  as  soon  as  they  suspect  that  they  are  pregnant,  and  are  seen 
throughout  pregnancy  at  least  one  a month,  and  oftener  towards  the  end  of  term. 
Consultations  take  place  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  doctors  and 
the  midwives  as  to  the  suitability  of  home  circumstances  for  confinement  and 
other  socio-medical  matters.  Routine  examinations  are  carreid  out.  Certain 
abnormalities  which  require  attention — for  example.  Version  without  Anaesthesia^ 
are  dealt  with  at  these  clinics  ; but  for  abnormalities  requiring  hospitalisation, 
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these  women  are  admitted  to  the  Tydfil  Lodge  (the  property  of  the  Merthyr  Tydfil 
Public  Assistance  Committee)  or  the  Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home  (the  pro- 
perty of  the  Local  Health  Authority).  X-Raying  for  abnormalities  is  also  carried 
out  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  and  appropriate  charges  are  made  by  one  department 
of  the  Corporation  .Public  Assistance  Committee  to  the  Health  Authority. 
The  Radiographer  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge  is  employed  by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  Cor- 
poration. 

arrangements  for  confinement. 

In  cases  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  or  in  cases  of  suspected  or  actual 
abnormality,  women  are  advised  to  enter  the  Tydfil  Lodge  or  Gwaunfarren  Mat- 
ternity  Home.  If  confinement  takes  place  at  home  the  services  of  the  Municipal 
Midwives  are  available,  and  in  cases  of  difficult  labour  Medical  Aid  can  be  obtained 
in  accordance  with  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

CONSULTANT  SERVICES. 

Professor  Strachan  visits  the  Merthyr  Clinic  for  consultation  in  respect 
of  abnormal  cases.  He  is  also  the  Consultant  employed  by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil 
Corporation  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  at  the  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home,  so  that  the  necessary  co-ordination  and  integration  of  services  already 
exist.  In  addition  he  conducts  post-natal  clinics  at  Merthyr,  and  any  operative 
work  recommended  is  performed  by  him  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge. 

STERILISED  MATERNITY  OUTFITS. 

Sterilised  maternity  outfits  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  all  expectant 
mothers  who  attend  the  Clinic  in  the  area. 

DENTAL  SERVICE. 

The  Local  Education  Authority’s  Senior  Dental  Officer  is  responsible  for 
the  treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  mothers.  The  mothers  and  children 
are  referred  to  him  from  the  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics.  All  treatment 
is  carried  out  at  one  clinic  in  the  Borough  (Merthyr).  X-ray  facilities  are 
available  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge. 

A Dental  Mechanic  is  employed  by  the  Health  Authority  for  five  days  per 
week  and  dentures  are  supplied,  where  necessary,  at  a cheap  rate. 

The  services  of  the  Dental  Officer  are  equivalent  to  approximately  one- 
sixth  service  of  a full-time  Dental  Officer. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

All  mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  with  their  infants  at  the  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinics,  where  the  necessary  medical  advice  is  given.  The  importance  of 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  stressed  at  about  the  ninth  month  and  fac- 
ilities exist  for  the  immunisation  of  children  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same 
premises  as  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held. 

SPECIALIST  SERVICES. 

Specialist  Services  are  available  for  children  in  respect  of  : — 

(a)  Orthopaedics. 

(fa)  Ophthalmic. 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

(d)  Heart  and  Rheumatic  diseases. 

The  Consultants  available  are  respectively  : — 

Mr.  A.  O.  Parker. 

Mr.  Rupert  Parry. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Owen. 

Mr.  Hector  Thomas  ; and 

Dr.  Arthur  Watkins:  Heart  and  Rheumatic  Diseases,  who  is 
also  available  for  general  Paediatrics. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  DEFECTS. 


These  are  seen  by  Mr.  A.  O.  Parker  either  at  special  sessions  locally  or 
children  alternatively  are  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Major 
operative  work  is  done  either  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  or  at  the  Prince 
of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Minor  operative  work  such  as  Manipulation  of 
Talipes  Equinovarus  is  done  at  the  Clinics,  and  remedial  exercises,  massage, 
radiant  heat,  etc.,  are  under  the  care  of  a specially-trained  Orthopaedic  Nurse. 
These  arrangements  for  the  orthopaedic  treatment  of  Infant  Welfare  cases  are 
co-ordinated  with  the  treatment  of  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 


OPHTHALMIC  DEFECTS. 

Dr.  Rupert  Parry  is  employed  as  a Consultant  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee and  the  Infant  Welfare  Authority,  and  he  is  the  responsible  consultant 
for  these  defects.  Children  are  regularly  referred  to  him. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  DEFECTS. 

Children  are  referred  for  suspected  abnormalities  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Consultant  employed  jointly  by  the  Education  Authority  and  the  Local 
Health  Authority  for  this  purpose. 


PAEDIATRICS. 

Dr.  Arthur  G.  Watkins  is  the  Paediatrician  employed  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority for  general  Paediatrics  in  relation  to  Infant  Welfare  children  and  children 
of  school  age. 


A. — Ante-natal  Clinics. 

(I)  Number  of  clinic  premises  — 4. 

)2)  Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  in  1946 — 1,191. 
(3)  Number  of  sessions  held  weekly  — 6. 


B.  — Post-natal  Clinics  : 

(1)  Number  of  clinics  — 4. 

(2)  Number  of  seessions  held  weekly  — 6. 

C.  — If  arrangements  are  made  with  general  practitioners  : 

NIL. 

D.  — Child  Welfare  Clinics  ; 

(1)  Number  of  clinics  — 4. 

(2)  Number  of  sessions  held  weekly  — 4. 

E.  — Day  Nurseries  : 

NIL. 

Residential  Nurseries  provided  under  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  powers  : 

NIL., 


G.  — Mother  and  Baby  Homes 

NIL. 

H.  — Dental  Treatment  given  in 
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(0  During  the  year  1946,  the  number  of  expectant  and  nursing 
^ mothers  treated  at  the  Clinic  were  260.  The  following  work 

was  carried  out  : — 

Fillings  

Extractions  

Local  Anaesthetics  ... 

Other  operations 
General  Anaesthetics 
Attendances  made  ... 

During  the  year  dentures  supplied 


63 

1064 

112 

62 

152 

294 

32 
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(2)  Number  of  children  under  5,  not  in  attendance  at  school,  but, 
who  visited  the  Clinic  during  the  year  1946  — 237. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


General  Anaethetics 42 

Fillings  27 

Extractions  320 

Local  Anaesthetics  ...  ...  30 

Other  operations  ...  ...  42 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  240 


There  were  no  X-Rays  taken  in  respect  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
nor  to  children  under  5 years  during  the  war. 

PART  II. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SERVICE  WHICH  IT  IS  PROPOSED  TO 
OPERATE  ON  THE  APPOINTED  DAY. 

A.— GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

1.  — Administrative  Arrangements  : 

The  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  continue  the  existing  service 
described  in  Part  I.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  will  be  assisted  by  three  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  whose 
work  will  be  divided  between  School  Medical  Service  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services  in  general.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  responsible 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  of  the  Local  Authority’s 
Health  Committee.  A Senior  Dental  Officer  will  be  appointed  for  the  organi- 
sation and  development  of  the  new  Dental  Service  and  School  Dental  Service, 
subject  to  the  co-ordination  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  will  be  an 
additional  appointment  of  a Dental  Officer  as  soon  as  premises  and  equipment 
are  available  for  him. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  appointed  day  two  Health  Visitors,  to  replace  those 
who  have  resigned,  will  be  available.  Advertisements  for  Health  Visitors,  how- 
ever, are  bringing  no  response  at  the  present  time. 

2.  — Joint  Arrangements. 

No  joint  arrangements  with  other  local  authorities  are  proposed  unless 
the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  and/or  the  Joint  Cancer  Committee 
for  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  are  still  in  existence. 

It  does  appear,  however,  that  the  services  in  Cefn  would  be  better  dealt 
with,  having  regard  to  the  facilities  existing  here,  by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  Local 
Health  Authority,  but  that  is  a matter  for  the  Breconshire  County  Council. 

3.  — Liaison  With  Other  Bodies  : 

It  is  not  proposed  to  make  arrangements  with  any  voluntary  organisation. 

4.  — Arrangements  with  Voluntary  Organisations  : 

Close  integration  of  the  services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  with  the 
Hospital  services  in  this  area  exist  at  the  present  time,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Council  own  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home  and  the  various 
clinics,  and  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  respinsible  officer  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority  and  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  The  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  clinics  are  already  outposts  of  the  Hospitals,  and  it  is  assumed 
that  the  present  arrangements  will  continue.  The  Local  Health  Authority  pro- 
pose consulting  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  they 
have  every  confidence  that  the  existing  arrangements  will  continue  until  such 
time  as  the  Hospital  Board  will  erect  a new  Hospital  in  this  area.  In  order  to 
integrate  further  the  paediatric  position,  it  is  proposed  that  before  the  appointed 
day  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  dealing  with  children  at  the  clinic  wil 
spend  a portion  of  her  time  in  the  Children’s  Ward  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge. 
Specialist  Services  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  : 

The  Local  Health  Authority  has  on  the  staff  all  the  necessary  consultants, 
and  it  is  assumed  that  these  will  be  available  through  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
after  the  appointed  day. 
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B.— PARTICULAR  ARRANGEMENTS  WHICH  IT  IS  PROPOSED 
TO  OPERATE  ON  THE  APPOINTED  DAY. 

I. — Clinics. 


The  existing  premises  availabe  for  Clinics  mentioned  in  Part  I,  are  generally 
poor  and  inadequate  and,  the  question  of  an  additional  Clinic  being  available  in 
the  Merthyr  Vale  area,  on  the  appointed  day,  will  be  considered. 


(a)  Number  of  ante-natal  clinics 

sessions 

(b)  Number  of  post-natal  clinics 

sessions 

(c)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

sessions 

2. — Care  of  Premature  Infants  : 


5 per  week 
7 per  week 
5 per  week 
3 per  week 
5 per  week 
S per  week 


The  Hospital  arrangements  existing  at  present  for  the  care  of  premature 
babies  are  inadequate.  The  accommodation  existing  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge  is 
unsuitable,  and  only  makeshift  arrangements  have  been  made.  It  is  urgently 
necessary  to  provide  specially  designed  institutional  accommodation,  but  it  is 
doubtful,  in  view  of  existing  circumstances,  whether  this  is  possibie  by  the 
appointed  day.  This  matter  will  be  discussed  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  services  of  a Paediatrician  are  available,  and  it  is  proposed  to  have  nurses 
specially  trained  for  this  purpose  by  that  time.  Children  are  transported  to 
hospital  in  an  ambulance,  and  instructions  are  being  issued  with  reference  to  the 
supply  of  oxygen  and  heating  baskets. 


Care  at  Home. 

In  those  instances  where  Care  at  Home  is  possible,  and  where  there  is 
a separate  bedroom  for  the  mother  and  infant,  the  Local  Health  Authority  intend 
providing,  by  loan,  such  special  equipment  as  draught-proof  cots  with  detachabie 
linings,  suitable  clothing,  special  feeding  bottles  and  mucus  catheters.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a supply  of  expressed  breast  milk  will  be  available  where  this  is 
necessary,  and  the  employment  in  the  home  of  Health  Visitors  with  special  ex- 
perience and  training  with  premature  babies.  The  services  of  Home  Helps 
will  also  be  available. 


3. — Dental  Care  ; 

(1)  (a)  Expectant  Mothers.  At  the  present  time  only  those  ante-natal 
mothers  who  are  referred  by  the  Medical  Officers  are  examined  by  the  Dental 
Officers.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the  appointed  day  a routine  examination  will  take 
place  immediately  the  mother  attends  the  clinic.  This  will  necessitate  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Dental  Officer,  but  that  cannot  be  done  until  further  pre- 
mises are  acquired  for  this  purpose.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  pur- 
chase of  two  houses — one  at  Merthyr  Vale  and  one  at  Troedyrhiw — so  that  the 
congestion  now  existing  at  the  Merthyr  Clinic  will  be  relieved.  Provision  will 
be  made  naturally  for  those  mothers  who  are  attending  their  own  doctor. 

(b)  Nursing  Mothers.  The  aim  of  the  Dental  Officer  will  be  to  carry 
out  as  much  conservative  treatment  as  is  possible,  plus  the  eradication  of  sepsis 
in  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy,  so  that  in  the  case  of  nursing  mothers  there  should 
only  be  required  the  completion  of  conservative  treatment  and  possibly  the 
provision  of  dentures  in  cases  where  these  have  not  been  provided  before  con- 
finement. 

(c)  Young  Children.  In  this  area  large  numbers  of  "children  enter 
primary  schools  at  the  age  of  3 years,  and  it  is  proposed  that  these  children  wil’ 
be  given  priority  over  the  late  age  groups.  Each  nursing  mother  on  her  first 
attendance  will  be  given  a card  encouraging  her  and  the  baby  up  to  three  years 
to  visit  the  clinic  for  periodicai  inspection  and  treatment. 

(2)  Dentists.  The  dental  staff  of  the  Local  Authority  comprsises  two 
full-time  dentists  who  devote  their  time  to  school  medical  services,  expectant 
mothers  and  infants.  This  staff  is  inadequate,  but,  as  stated  previously,  premises 
are  not  yet  available  to  house  any  new  dental  officer  who  may  be  appointed. 
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(3)  Number  of  Sessions  Held  Each  Week.  The  number  of  sessions 
held  each  week  is  equivalent  to  two  sessions  per  week,  and  this  arrangement 
cannot  be  altered  by  the  appointed  day  until  new  premises  are  acquired  and  a 
new  dental  officer  employed. 

(4)  Dentures.  The  Authority  employ  a dental  mechanic  five  days  per 
week,  and  all  dentures  are  made  by  him  on  the  Merthyr  Clinic  premises.  These 
arrangements  will  be  in  existence  on  the  appointed  day. 

4.  — Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

National  Dried  Milk  is  obtained  from  the  Food  Office  by  the  mothers  on 
the  production  of  a green  ration  book,  and  by  far  the  majority  of  mothers  take 
this  milk.  In  other,  cases  where  National  Dried  Milk  does  not  agree  with  the 
baby  the  mother  is  given  a special  voucher  from  the  Clinic,  and  she  is  able  to  have 
one  or  other  of  the  proprietary  brands. 

5.  — Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits  : 

At  the  present  time  expectant  mothers  are  provided,  free  of  charge,  with 
Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  in  cases  where  the  confinement  takes  place  at  home. 

6.  — Nursery  Provision. 

The  Council  maintain  one  open-air  Nursery  School  with  accommodation 
for  thirty  children  between  the  ages  of  2 — 5 years. 

There  are,  in  addition,  twenty-six  nursery  classes  for  children  between 
3 — 5 years  on  Primary  School  premises. 

War-time  Nurseries  which  were  in  existence  have  been  closed,  and  no 
provision  can  be  made  for  opening  these  because  most  of  the  children  are  accom- 
modated in  Nursery  Classes. 

7.  — Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. 

The  necessity  for  provision,  other  than  provision  for  confinement  has 
arisen  in  this  area  only  in  very  exceptional  cases.  The  unmarried  mother  is 
usually  received  back  into  the  family  after  her  confinement  at  Tydfil  Lodge, 
Merthyr  Tydfil.  If  any  difficulty  arises,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Llandaff  Dio- 
cesan Moral  Welfare  Association  is  contacted  and  provision  is  made  at  The  Haven, 
Newport  Road,  Cardiff.  Working  arrangements  exist  between  them  and  the 
Salvation  Army  Authorities  at  Cardiff. 

PART  III. 


DEVELOPMENT  PLAN. 

The  existing  premises  for  Clinics  are  structurally  unsuitable  and  inadequate 
in  number.  The  premises  at  Treharris  and  Troedyrhiw  are  ordinary  school- 
rooms. The  Clinic  premises  in  Merthyr  and  Dowlais  are  slightly  better,  but  they 
are  inadequate  in  size  and  faulty  in  general  lay-out.  Mothers  with  their  children 
in  perambulators  are  to  be  seen  outside  these  Clinics  often  in  inclement  weather, 
waiting  for  consultations.  It  appears,  however,  to  be  extremely  unlikely  that 
permission  will  be  given  for  the  erection  of  new  premises  specially  designed  for 
the  purpose  of  Health  Centres  for  some  time  to  come.  The  Local  Authority, 
therefore  , propose  to  acquire  suitable  premises  when  available  and  to  convert 
them  into  Centres  for  this  purpose.  To  this  end  negotiations  are  now  proceeding 
for  the  acquisition  of  Canonbie  House,  in  the  Merthyr  Vale  area,  and  there  is  a 
possibility  also  of  acquiring  a house  in  the  Troedyrhiw  area.  The  same  procedure 
will  be  followed  as  far  as  Merthyr  and  Dowlais  are  concerned.  In  addition  to  the 
Clinics  already  mentioned,  the  Local  Health  Authority  consider  it  a matter  of 
urgent  importance  to  erect  a new  Centre  at  Galon  Uchaf,  which  is  the  Council’s 
new  Housing  Estate.  There  will  be  on  the  appointed  day  at  least  700  houses 
on  this  Estate,  and  plans  have  already  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  3,000 
houses.  The  Local  Health  Authority  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  urgently  nec- 
essary to  make  almost  immediate  provision  in  this  area,  even  though  the  structure 
be  only  a temporary  one. 
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The  erection  of  Clinics  is  closely  linked  with  the  question  of  medical  and 
dental  staff,  and  appointments  cannot  be  made  until  suitable  premises  are  avail- 
able.  In  this  connection  also,  the  Local  Health  Authority  desire  to  mention 
that  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  employing  an  Orthoptist,  but  unfortunately 
the  necessary  apparatus  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  manufacturers  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  a communication  will  be  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  respect  of  this  matter. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  Part  II.  of  the  liaison  existing  between  Clinics 
and  the  Tydfil  Lodge  Institution.  It  is  assumed  that  when  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  takes  over  on  the  appointed  day,  further  integration  of  the  service  will 
take  place  between  the  Clinics  and  the  local  Voluntary  Hospital. 


DENTAL  SERVICE  ; During  the  year  1948  : — 

The  number  of  Expectant  Mothers  treated  at  the  Clinic  was  190 
The  number  of  Nursing  Mothers  treated  at  the  Clinic  was  84 

The  treatment  consisted  of  the  following  : — 


Fillings  

68 

Extractions  

...  1020 

Local  Anaesthetics  

87 

Other  Operations  

79 

General  Anaesthetics 

...  120 

Attendances  made  

...  240 

During  the  year  1948,  44  dentures  were  supplied  to  Nursing  and  Ex- 
pectant mothers. 

The  number  of  children  under  5 years  treated  at  the  Clinic  was  234. 
The  treatment  consisted  of  the  following  : — 

General  Anaesthetics 
Fillings 


Extractions 
Local  Anaesthetics 
Other  Operations 
Attendances  made 


47 

42 

220 

34 

62 

242 


All  the  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  who  were  referred 
from  the  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  treated. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  volume  of  the  work  done  would  be  much  more 
if  we  had  an  adequate  dental  staff.  It  is  obviously  impossible  for  One  Dental 
Officer  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  of  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  dental 
conditions  in  a County  Borough  of  60,000.  In  spite  of  repeated  advertisements  ii 
there  are  no  applications  forthcoming  for  the  position  of  Dental  Officer  or  Assis-  ! 
tant  Dental  Officer  under  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  this  state  of  affairs  i 
is  bound  to  exist  as  long  as  there  is  such  a disparity  in  the  salaries  of  Dental  j 
Officers  in  Private  Practice  and  Dental  Officers  employed  under  the  Local  Health  j 
Authority. 

With  regard  to  Part  III  (Development  Plan)  of  the  Proposals  under  Section 
22,  I have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you,  at  the  time  of  writing,  that  Canonbie 
House  is  about  to  be  opened  which  is  the  Clinic  for  the  Merthyr  Vale  area. 

In  addition,  work  has  commenced  on  The  Hollies,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  which 
will  remedy  the  existing  position  whereby  mothers  and  children  are  to  be  seen 
outside  the  Merthyr  (Glebeland  Street)  Clinic  in  inclement  weather  waiting  for 
consultations. 

Negotiations  are  also  far  advanced  in  respect  of  Glantaff  House,  Troedy-  ’ , 
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MIDWIVES’  SERVICE  (SECTION  23). 


PART  I. 

STATISTICAL  DATA. 

Total  number  of  domiciliary  births  in  the  Authority’s  area  : — 

(o)  1945—454.  (b)  1946—630. 

Total  number  of  births  in  the  Authority’s  area  : — 

(a)  1945—960.  (b)  1946—1,141. 

EXISTING  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  existing  whole-time  salaried  midwives  employed  directly 
by  the  Local  Authority  is  1 1 , and  they  reside  in  the  following  areas  in  the  Borough  : 


Treharris  ...  ...  2 

Merthyr  Vale  ...  ...  I 

Troedyrhiw  ...  ...  I 

Pentrebach  and  Lower  Merthyr  ...  I 

Town  of  Merthyr  3 

Penydarren  ...  ...  I 

Dowlais  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  more  than  half  the  confinements  in  the  year  1946 
took  place  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  or  Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home 
Merthyr  Tydfil.  These  Municipal  Midwives  are  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  three  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  practically 
in  daily  touch  with  the  Midwives  concerned,  but  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
lay  supervisor  of  midwives.  These  Midwives  attend  the  Ante-natal  Clinics 
throughout  the  Borough  at  the  same  time  as  the  expectant  mother,  and  the 
necessary  interchange  of  information  takes  place  between  the  Doctors,  Health 
Visitors  and  Midwives. 

They  are  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother  for  10  days 
after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

In  addition  to  those  employed  by  the  Council,  there  are  two  independent 
Midwives  in  private  practice. 

The  only  arrangement  made  by  the  Local  Authority  is  with  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council,  whose  midwives  attend  to  the  mothers  in  the  Incline  Top  area, 
Abercynon.  The  average  number  of  cases  delivered  by  these  Glamorgan  mid- 
wives is  approximately  four  per  year. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  Breconshire,  Caerphilly,  Gellygaer,  and 
Aberdare  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Local  Authority  for  the  admission 
of  abnormal  cases  to  the  Tydfil  Lodge  Institution  and  the  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home. 


PART  il. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SERVICE  WHICH  WILL  OPERATE  ON  THE 

APPOINTED  DAY. 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS. 

I and  2. — The  general  arrangements  as  described  in  Part  I.  will  operate 
on  the  appointed  day,  and  the  Authority  will  retain  the  services  of  the  1 1 Mun- 
icipal Midwives  and  two  midwives  whose  services  are  used  for  the  holidays-reliefs 
from  May  to  October.  This  number  is  considered  adequate  if  the  arrangements 
for  domiciliary  confinement  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge  and  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home  will  still  exist. 
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It  may  be  that  fewer  cases  would  be  admitted  to  these  Institutions,  but 
that  would  be  a matter  for  discussion  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

3.  — No  arrangements  will  be  made  with  voluntary  organisations  or  other 
bodies  in  respect  of  this  matter. 

4.  — It  is  proposed  to  continue  arrangements  with  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  whereby  their  midwife  will  attend  to  the  three  or  four  cases  per  annum 
in  that  area. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  until  recently  was  Supervisor  of  Mid- 
wives, but  in  order  to  co-ordinate  all  health  work  under  the  Local  Authority, 
which  will  include  supervision  of  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Nursing 
Services,  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  a Supervising  Nursing  Officer  who  will  be 
responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  these  services. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  have  a Medical  Superintendent  by  the  appointed  day, 
specifically  appointed  for  this  purpose,  but  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers’  advice 
will  be  available  to  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  housing  arrangements  for  all  Midwives  are  satisfactory,  and  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  during  the  year,  have  allocated  prefabricated  houses  for  two 
of  the  Midwives.  They  all  live  in  the  District  in  which  they  function.  The 
question  of  transport,  therefore,  is  not  as  urgent  a problem  in  this  area.  In  case 
of  emergency.  Midwives  are  permitted  to  use  taxis,  but  this  is  a very  rare  occur- 
rence. When  they  have  been  trained  in  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  other  arrangements. 

ANALGESIA. 

Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  facilities  for  the  training 
of  Midwives  for  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  but  accommodation  at  Cardiff  has  not 
been  available.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  training  of  all  Midwives  in 
approved  methods  of  Analgesia. 

PART  III. 

It  is  considered  that  the  whole  area  is  adequately  covered  at  the  present 
time.  Housing  accommodation  is  not  necessary,  and  the  only  point  that  will 
have  to  be  given  serious  consideration  is  the  training  of  Midwives  in  Analgesia. 

With  regard  to  Part  HI.  accommodation  has  been  found  in  the  area  for 
Four  Municipal  Midwives  in  the  housing  estates  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  all 
midwives  are  now  trained  in  the  administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 
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HEALTH  VISITING  (SECTION  24). 
PART  I. 


STATISTICAL  DATA. 

1.  — Area  in  square  mies  of  Local  Authority’s  area — 27J  sq.  miles. 

2.  — Total  mid-1946  population — 60,340. 

3.  — Number  of  births  in  1946—1,200. 

EXISTING  SERVICE. 

The  Local  Authority,  in  co-operation  with  the  Local  Education  Authority, 
normally  employ  eight  Health  Visitors  and  a Superintendent.  The  Superin- 
tendent has  left  the  service  for  some  months,  and  in  view  of  the  impending  legis- 
lation, it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  make  an  appointment.  Two  Health 
Visitors  have  also  recently  left  the  service,  and  in  spite  of  repeated  advertisements, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  replace  them.  The  Health  Visitors  are  employed 
directly  by  the  Council,  and  not  by  any  other  agency  or  body.  Their  duties  are 
combined  with  School  Medical  Service  work.  Supervision  of  Midwives,  General 
Care  and  Supervision  of  Infants,  Child  Life  Protection,  etc.  ; they  also  attend 
ante-natal  clinics,  infant  welfare  clinics,  and  school  medical  clinics  apart  from  their 
general  health  visiting  in  the  District. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  was — 1,430. 

To  children  under  one  year — 6,475. 

To  children  1-5  years — 6,690. 

PART  II. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SERVICEWHICH WILL  OPERATE  ON 
THE  APPOINTED  DAY. 

General  Administrative  Arrangements  ; 

1.  — In  pursuance  of  the  Act  the  scope  of  the  service  will  be  the  visiting 
of  persons  in  their  own  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness,  and  expectant  or  nursing  mothers, 
j^nd  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

2.  — It  is  hoped  that  by  the  appointed  day  a full  staff  of  Health  Visitors, 
8 in  number  (part-time  equivalent  of  4 full-time  Health  Visitors),  will  be  available. 
It  is  proposed  to  employ,  as  stated  before,  a Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  to 
co-ordinate  this  work  of  midwives  and  the  work  of  Home  Nurses. 

3.  — No  arrangements  are  proposed  with  voluntary  organisations. 

4.  — No  joint  arrangements  are  proposed  with  other  Local  Health  Auth- 
orities. 

TRANSPORT. 

The  ordinary  omnibus  service  existing  in  the  Borough  is  considered 
sufficiently  adequate  for  the  time  being,  but  consideration  may  be  given  later 
to  the  provision  of  small  cars  for  the  combined  use  of  midwives,  health  visitors, 
and  home  nurses. 


PART  m. 

DEVELOPMENT  PLAN. 

As  indicated  in  Part  II.,  the  area  will  probably  be  covered  by  the  appointed 
day.  The  necessity,  therefore,  for  further  appointments  will  probably  not  obtain 

VVe  have  not  been  able  to  appoint  a full-time  Staff  of  Health  Visitors  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  we  are  short  of  one,  but  having  regard  to  all  circumstances 
the  work  is  proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


HOME  NURStNG  (SECTION  25). 


PART  I. 

1.  — Area  in  sq.  miles  of  Local  Health  Authority’s  area — 27J  miles.’ 

2.  — Total  mid-1946  population — 60,340. 

PART  II. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SERVICE  WHICH  WILL  OPERATE 
ON  THE  APPOINTED  DAY. 

General  Administrative  Arrangements  : 

I — There  are  at  present  six  separate  Nursing  Associations  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Dowlais  and  Penydarren  Districts. 

(b)  Merthyr  District. 

(c)  Pentrebach  and  Abercanaid  District. 

(d)  Troedyrhiw  District. 

(e)  Merthyr  Vale  and  Aberfan  District. 

(f)  Treharris  District. 

These  Nursing  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the  Glamorgan  Nursing  Assoc- 
iation. 

2.  — The  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  employ  the  district  nurses 
who  are  already  employed  by  the  above  Nursing  Associations. 

3.  — It  is  not  proposed  to  make  any  arrangements  with  voluntary  organ- 
isations for  this  service. 

4.  — No  arrangements  are  proposed  to  be  made  with  another  Local  Health 
Authority. 

TRANSPORT. 

There  is  one  care  available  for  the  Merthyr  District  Association  and,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  these  nurses  reside  in  the  areas  concerned,  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  make  any  further  provision  other  than  that  mentioned  in  Appendices 
“B”  and  “C”  re  transport  of  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

PART  ill. 

DEVELOPMENT  PLAN. 

if  the  staff  at  present  employed  by  the  Nursing  Associations  remain,  it  will  ■ 
only  be  necessary  to  have  one  additional  nurse  for  relief  and  holiday  periods.!! 
The  question  of  transport  will  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  experience.  It  is  hoped  B 
that  the  nurse  employed  will  have  had  Queen’s  training  or  that  courses  will  be|j 
established  for  these  periods  by  some  central  authority  in  Wales.  fl 

There  are  at  present  twelve  Home  Nurses  on  the  Staff  (8  full-time  and  4a 
part-time)  ten  of  whom  were  taken  over  from  the  District  Nursing  Associations 
one  of  the  previous  District  Nurses  decided  to  remain  with  the  District  NursingB 
Association  and  found  an  appointment  in  North  Wales.  Special  provision  wasH 
made  in  three  instances  for  these  Home  Nurses.  Prefabricated  houses  werej 
given  to  two  and  a house  in  the  Dowlais  area  was  acquired  from  the  local  District® 
Nursing  Association,  which  houses  the  nurse  for  the  Dowlais  area.  A 24-hour® 
service  is  being  provided  which  is  working  remarkably  well.  Appended  below® 
is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  these  Nurses  for  this  period  : — S 
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Name  of  nurse, 

M.  Nicholas 
S.  J.  Lewis 
A.  Clements 
E.  Greenwood  .. 
E.  J.  Evans 
E.  Davies 
W.  Jones 
E.M.  Wright 
E.  Lloyd  (relief).. 
J.  Parte  (relief)  ... 
J.  Connell  (relief) 
E.  Ashton  (relief) 


No.  of 

Total  visits 

cases. 

paid. 

86 

...  2874  .. 

35 

...  1481  .. 

81 

...  2036  .. 

45 

...  1204  .. 

45 

...  1541  .. 

59 

...  1509  .. 

68 

...  1280  .. 

72 

...  1672  .. 

— 

1 1 1 

O.A.P.  General. 


891 

...  1849 

234 

...  1195 

768 

...  1050 

699 

...  477 

724 

...  551 

719 

...  568 

400 

...  663 

354 

...  994 

92 

72 

144 

79 

65 

184 

133 

...  154 

Casuals. 

7.B. 

32  ... 



5 ... 



50  ... 

29 

26  ... 



72  ... 



50  ... 



..  116  ... 

18 

79  ... 

— 

10  ... 

15  ... 

_ 

19  ... 



4 ... 

13 

VACCINATtON  AND  IMMUNISATION  (SECTION  26) 

PART  I. 

STATISTICAL  DATA, 

••—Total  mid-1946  population  of  the  Authority’s  area,  Registrar  General’s 
quarterly  return — 60,360. 

2.  — Mid-1946  child  population  of  the  Authority’s  area  : — 

(a)  Under  5 4,983 

(b)  5-15 8,600 

3.  — Number  of  registered  live  births  in  the  Authority’s  area  in  • 

(o)  1945  960 

(b)  1946  ...  1,141 

4.  — Estimated  percentage  of  mid-1946  child  population  who  had  been 

immunised  against  Diphtheria  up  to  31st  December,  1946  : 

(o)  Under  5 43% 

(b)  Ages  5-15 90% 

5.  — An  estimate  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  and  im' 

munisations  against  Diphtheria  of  children  aged  0-15  years  which  are 
likely  to  be  undertaken  in  the  year  to  31st  March,  1949  : 

(/)  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  : — 

0-2  years  ...  1,000,  and 

5,000 — one  re-inforcing  injections. 

(//)  Vaccinations  against  Smallpox  : — 

250. 


PART  II. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

A.— CHILDREN  UNDER  5 : 


(o)  In  order  to  ensure  that  as  many  infants  and  young  children  as  possible 
are  immunised,  the  Council  will  provide  facilities  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  at 
such  other  centres  as  may  be  necessary  ; and  at  all  such  clinics  or  centres 
special  sessions  will  be  arranged  for  the  performance  of  immunisation. 

The  Council  will  also  make  arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  immun- 
isation in  individual  cases  by  general  practitioners  taking  part  in  the  Council’s 
scheme. 
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(I)  The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  will  visit  the  home  of  every 
child  a few  days  before  the  child  attains  its  12  months’  birthday,  will 
report  to  the  Office  that  the  child  is  alive  and  well  : the  Office  Staff 
then  will  send  out  a First  Birthday  Celebration  Card  (this  card  is 
issued  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education)  ; the  follow- 
ing week  the  Health  Visitor  re-visits  the  Home  and  points  out  the 
advantages  of  immunisation  to  the  parents.  This  will  be  done  every 
time  the  Health  Visitor  visits. 


(b)  The  Council  will  plan  the  sessional  arrangements  at  such  clinics  or 
other  centres  as  will  make  these  facilities  as  readily  accessible  as  possible  to 
persons  living  in  any  part  of  its  area,  and  will  ensure  that  sessions  are  held  with 
sufficient  frequency  and  at  such  times  as  will  meet  local  requirements  without 
delay  or  difficulty  for  those  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

(c)  The  organised  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  encouragement  of  Im- 
munisation through  Health  Visitors,  Midwives,  Teachers,  etc. — 

(I)  Results  of  Immunisations  frequently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Visitors.  Competitions  set  up  between  the  Health  Visitors 
in  respect  of  Immunisations  in  their  area.  Health  Visitor  for  the  area 
always  present,  because  she  is  friendly  with  the  parents,  at  the  im- 
munisation Clinic. 
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(2)  Midwives.  Municipal  midwives  instructed  to  bring  Immunisation 
to  the  notice  of  mothers  before  they  leave  their  care. 

(3)  Teachers.  Teachers  are  encouraged  to  advocate  Immunisation 
in  Schools.  Circulars  sent  out  to  all  Schools  advocating  Immunisation 
and  a form  given  to  each  child  for  the  signature  of  the  parent.  San- 
itary Inspectors  required  to  stress  the  importance  of  Immunisation 
when  inspecting  the  home. 

(d)  The  steps  to  be  taken  to  keep  facilities  of  Immunisation  before  the 
public  and  to  make  known  the  place  and  times  of  sessions  : 

(I)  Advertisements  in  the  local  papers.  Talk  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  local  radio  relay.  Advertisements  and  posters  in  various 
parts  of  the  Borough. 

(e)  The  means  to  be  adopted  for  maintaining  local  propaganda  and  the 
use  to  be  made  of  national  publicity  material  made  available  by  the  department  : — 

(I)  Frequent  reports  to  Local  Authority  Members  should  bring  this 
matter  before  their  respective  organisations.  Maintaining  propa- 
ganda in  the  press  and  the  circularising  in  the  Clinics  of  material 
from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

B. — CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE  : 

(0)  The  Council  will  make  sessional  arrangements  for  immunisation  to 
be  carried  out  at  schools,  and  at  such  other  centres  (in  conjunction,  where  appro- 
priate, with  arrangements  for  immunising  children  under  school  age,  also)  as 
may  be  necessary.  The  same  arrangements  as  for  children  under  5 will  apply 
to  children  of  school  age  as  regards  individual  immunisation  by  general  prac- 
titioners taking  part  in  the  Council’s  scheme. 

(b)  The  Council  will  plan  the  sessional  arrangements  at  such  clinics  or 
other  centres  as  will  make  these  facilities  as  readily  accessible  as  possible  to 
persons  living  in  any  part  of  its  area,  and  will  ensure  that  sessions  are  held  with 
sufficient  frequency  and  at  such  hours  as  will  meet  local  requirements  without 
delay  or  difficulty  for  those  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

(c)  The  Council  will  expressly  urge,  in  particular,  school  teachers  and 
persons  engaged  in  the  School  Medical  Service,  as  well  as  others  whose  duties 
afford  them  appropriate  opportunity,  to  encourage  immunisation. 

(d)  The  steps  to  be  taken  to  keep  the  facilities  for  Immunisation  before 
the  public  and  to  make  known  the  places  and  times  of  sessions  : — 

(1)  Advertisements  in  the  local  papers.  Talk  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  local  radio  relay.  Advertisements  and  posters  in  various 
parts  of  the  Borough. 

(e)  The  means  to  be  adopted  for  maintaining  local  propaganda  and  the 
use  to  be  made  of  national  publicity  material  made  available  by  the  department  : — 

(I)  Frequent  reports  to  Local  Authority  Members  should  bring  this 
matter  before  their  respective  organisations.  Maintaining  propa- 
ganda in  the  press  and  the  circularising  in  the  Clinics  of  material  from 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

(f)  The  arrangements  to  be  made  for  giving  re-inforcing  injections  to 
children  primarily  immunised  in  infancy  : — 

(1)  Schools  should  periodically  be  sent  forms,  which  the  teachers  hand 
out,  advertising  Immunisation  and  also  acting  as  a Consent  Form. 

(2)  Sessional  Immunisation  given  on  school  premises. 

(3)  Schick  Tests  to  be  done  periodically. 

C. — RECORDS  OF  PAYMENTS  OF  FEES  : 

All  Medical  Officers  and  General  Practitioners  performing  Immunisations 
will  be  required  to  furnish  particulars  for  record  purposes  when  the  standard 
form  is  obtained  from  the  Department.  On  the  basis  of  receiving  such  particulars 
the  Council  will  pay  fees  to  general  practitioners  on  such  scales,  according  to 
circumstances,  as  are  agreed  upon  between  the  Ministry  and  the  profession. 
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D.— MEDICAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  proposals  should  give  effect,  first  to  what  is  said  in  para  7 of  the  cir- 
cular regarding  the  implementation  of  Section  26  (3)  of  thisAct.  They  should  also 
indicate  to  what  extend  the  Authority’s  own  Medical  Officers  will  be  used  in 
connection  with  the  Immunisation  Service,  and  (as  regards  a County  Council) 
to  what  extend  it  would  have  recourse  to  the  services  of  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  (by  arrangement  with  employing  Authorities)  acting  in  effect  as  agents 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(I)  The  full-time  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  will  be  expected  to  do 
immunising  at  sessional  clinics  and  at  schools.  In  addition,  all  general 
practitioners  in  the  area  will  be  circularised  inviting  them  to  take 
part  in  the  work,  and  they  will  be  given  the  necessary  standard  form 
when  this  is  available. 

SMALLPOX. 

A. — INFANT  VACCINATION  : 

The  proposals  should  be  directed  to  the  same  considerations  as  are  re- 
ferred to  in  Para.  A.  under  the  heading  of  Diphtheria  immunisation  (subject  to 
any  necessary  modification  as  regards  vaccination). 

(I)  Cards  will  be  made  out  similar  to  those  made  out  for  Diphtheria, 
and  the  Health  Visitor  will  follow  up  the  child  to  the  age  of  six  months 
encouraging  vaccination.  All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  will 
be  invited  to  perform  vaccination.  Vaccination  in  infancy  only  will 
be  stressed  unless  an  outbreak  of  Smallpox  takes  place.  This  work 
has  not  been  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  but  if 
there  is  a general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  have  this  done, 
then  sessional  clinics  will  be  held  for  this  purpose  in  the  same  way 
as  is  done  for  Diphtheria.  No  attempt  is  going  to  be  made  in  respect 
of  pressing  children  of  school  age  to  be  vaccinated. 

B. — RECORDS  AND  PAYMENTS  OF  FEES. 

The  same  arrangements  will  apply  as  referred  to  under  the  heading  of 
Records  and  Payments  of  Fees  regarding  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

C. — ARRANGEMENTS  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  AN  OUTBREAK 

OF  SMALLPOX. 

Vaccination  centres  will  be  set  up  in  the  four  clinics  in  the  Borough,  at 
which  the  Local  Authority’s  Medical  Officers  or  the  General  Practitioners  will 
perform  vaccination.  The  local  arrangements  would  be  indicated  in  the  local 
press  and  on  the  radio  relay. 

D. — MEDICAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

As  stated  above,  vaccinations  are  not  being  done  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment,  and  arrangements  will  still  be  made  for  the  general  practitioners  unless  .• 
there  is  an  express  desire  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  have  it  done  at  the  local  ■' 
clinics. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  provide  facilities  for  innoculation  •; 
against  Whooping  Cough  to  such  extent  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  recom-r 
mended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  will  be  responsible  for  deciding  t 
the  antigen  or  antigens  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  arrangements  made, 5 
and  will  keep  records  to  enable  him  to  assess  the  value  of  the  procedure  in  thej; 
prevention  of  Whooping  Cough.  | 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  immun-J 
isations  were  performed  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  at  the  Clinics| 
which  had  been  the  case  in  the  past.  | 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES  (SECTION  27). 


PART  I. 

1.  — Total  mid- 1 946  population — 60,360. 

2.  — Area — 27.73  square  miles. 

3.  Particulars  of  existing  ambulances.  The  ambulance  services  existing 

at  the  present  time  are  : — 

(1)  Tydfil  Lodge  Ambulance. 

(2)  Tydfil  Lodge  Sitting  Car. 

(3)  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital  Ambulances  (2). 

(4)  Police  Ambulance. 

(5)  Merthyr  General  Hospital  Ambulance. 

(6)  Merthyr  General  Hospital  Sitting  Car. 

(7)  Ocean  Colliery  Ambulance,  owned  by  the  workmen. 

(8)  Merthyr  Vale  Colliery  Workmen’s  Ambulance,  owned  by  the  work- 
men. 

MERTHYR  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  COMMITTEE 
AMBULANCE  AND  SITTING  CAR. 

A.  — District  served.  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  South  Brec- 

onshire and  North  Glamorgan. 

B.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : 

1 Morris  Commercial,  18  h.p.  (1931). 

2 stretcher  cases. 

C.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case 

cars  : 

I Austin  20  h.p.  5-seater  (1931). 

D.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles 

(if  any)  : 

Nil. 

E.  — Ambulance  Stations.  Situated  at  Tydfil  Lodge,  Merthyr  Tydfil 

An  agreement  exists  between  Glamorgan  and  Breconshire  whereby 
they  pay  I /3rd  of  the  total  cost  of  the  ambulance. 

F.  — Arrangements  for  servicing  and  maintenance. 

Minor  repairs  done  by  driver-mechanic  on  the  staff. 

Major  repairs  done  in  local  garage. 

G. — Staff : 

li)  Administrative  staff : Tydfil  Lodge  clerical  staff,  associated  with 
Master’s  Office  responsible  for  administration. 

(//)  I driver-mechanic  (full-time). 

(Hi)  I driver,  who  is  part-time  and  normally  does  assistant  engineering 
• work  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge. 

(iv)  I full-time  night  driver. 

H.  — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : 

(/)  Ambulance  calls  per  year,  936. 

(ii)  Sitting-case  car  calls  per  year,  384. 

I.  — Total  mileage  run  in  same  period  similarly  divided  : — 

(/)  Ambulance,  8,195. 

(ii)  Sitting  Case  Car,  4,699. 

Both  these  vehicles  are  mechanically  unsound.  A new  Ambulance 
has  been  ordered,  and  it  is  necessary  to  order  a new  Sitting  Case  Car. 
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MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 


A.— District  served  : County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Southern 
Breconshire,  Builth,  Aberdare  and  Abercynon. 

— Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : 
(/)  I Austin  26  h.p.  (1942)  Army  Type,  4 stretcher  cases. 

(//)  I Ford  V.8  30  h.p.  (1939),  2 stretcher  cases. 


C. — Number,  type  and 
cars  : — 

Nil. 


carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case 


D- — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles  (if  any)  : 
Nil. 

E.  — Ambulance  Stations  : Mardy  Isolation  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

Breconshire  and  Aberdare  are  charged  on  a mileage  basis  when  used 
for  conveying  patients  to  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

F.  — Arrangements  for  Service  and  Maintenance  ; — 

Serviced  by  a local  garage,  and  minor  work  done  by  driver. 

G. — Staff  : 

(/)  Admin.  Staff  : Health  Dept.,  Town  Hall,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  ' 
responsible  for  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hsopital. 

(/■/■)  I Driver  full-time.  ; 

(Hi)  I Driver  part-time  (does  other  work  in  the  Hospital).  • 

(iv)  I Attendant  full-time. 

H.  — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : 

(/■)  Austin  Ambulance,  96  calls.  ; 

(//)  Ford  V.8  Ambulance,  382  calls. 

I.  — Total  mileage  run  in  the  same  period  similarly  divided  : — i- 

(/)  Austin  Ambulance,  1,504. 

(//)  Ford  V.8  Ambulance,  4,564.  V: 

There  are  a number  of  mechanical  defects  in  the  Ford  V.8.,  and  Ti 
we  are  having  continuous  trouble  with  it.  ) 

The  26  h.p.  Austin  is  a vehicle  which  we  purchased  during  the  J 
war;  it  is  cumbersome,  unwieldy,  and  unable  to  go  up  narrow  streets. 
We  had  to  purchase  this  type  because  it  was  the  only  one  available  f 
during  the  war.  One  new  ambulance  is  needed  for  the  time  being 
at  this  Hospital.  j; 

OCEAN  COLLIERY  AMBULANCE,  TREHARRIS.  | 

(Owned  by  the  Workmen).  ^ 

A.  — District  served  : Abercynon,  Pontypridd,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Dowlais,  jp 

Treharris,  Bedlinog,  Trelewis  and  Nelson.  i 

B.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : | 

I Bedford  25  h.p.  (1936),  .2  stretcher  cases.  9 

C.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case  I 

cars  : — I 

D.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles'  (if  any)  : 1 

E.  — Ambulance  Stations  : — H 

Colliery  Site,  Ocean  Colliery,  Treharris.  n 

No  joint  user.  B 

F.  — Arrangements  for  Servicing  and  Maintenance  : — fl 

Major  repairs  at  Baker’s  Garage,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Minor  repairs  andH 
servicing  by  the  ambulance  driver.  B 

G. — Staff ^ . B 

(/)  Administrative  Staff  : Ocean  Colliery  Workmen  s Committee^® 

responsible  for  the  administration.  B 


95 


(//)  Driver  in  charge  of  vehicle — part-time.  Works  on  colliery  sur- 
face. 

(Hi)  Attendant  is  a St.  John’s  Ambulance  man,  also  working  on  the 
surface  of  the  colliery. 

H. — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : — 

Ambulance  calls  during  I year,  370. 

I. Total  mileage  run  in  the  same  period  similarly  divided  : — 

3,450. 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  POLICE  AMBULANCE. 

MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 

A.  — District  served.  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  for  street 

accidents. 

B.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : 

I Bedford  27  h.p.  (1936),  2 stretcher  cases  only. 

C.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case 

cars  : — 

Nil. 

D.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles  (if  any)  ; 

Nil. 

E.  — Ambulance  Station.  Police  Station,  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

F.  — Arrangements  for  servicing  and  maintenance  : — 

Maintained  by  Police  mechanics,  major  repairs  done  by  the  Corpor- 
ation. 

G. — Staff  : 

(/)  Administrative  Staff.  Chief  Constable’s  clerical  staff. 

(//)  2 Part-time  drivers  (Policemen). 

(Hi)  Ambulance  fully  manned  for  24  hours. 

H.  — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : — 

370. 

I.  — Total  mileage  run  in  the  same  period  similarly  divided  ; — 

This  vehicle  is  used  for  other  purposes  than  street  accidents,  e.g. 
taking  of  prisoners.  Mileage,  therefore,  not  recorded. 

MERTHYR  VALE  WORKMEN’S  AMBULANCE, 
MERTHYR  VALE. 

A.  — District  served.  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  and  journeys 

to  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary.  This  ambulance  is  not  in  use  for  acci- 
dents at  the  mine,  but  is  used  for  taking  the  patients  who  are  relatives 
of  the  workmen  to  the  Merthyr  General  Hospital  and  the  Cardiff 
Royal  Infirmary. 

B.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : 

I Austin  20  h.p.  (1930),  2 stretcher  patients  and  2 sitting  patients. 

C.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case 

cars  : — 

Nil. 

D.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles  (if  any)  ■ 

Nil. 

E.  — Ambulance  Stations  : Beedle’s  Garage,  Merthyr  Vale. 

No  joint  user. 

F.  — Arrangements  for  servicing  and  maintenance  : 

Beedle’s  Garage,  for  the  Merthyr  Vale  Colliery  Workmen. 

G.  — Staff  : 

(/)  Administrative  Staff : Merthyr  Vale  Colliery  Workmen  Com- 

mittee. 

(ii)  Two  drivers  supplied  when  required,  by  Beedle. 
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H. — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : — 
130. 


I. — Total  mileage  run  in  the  same  period  similarly  divided  ; — 
4,107. 

Ambulance  in  a fairly  good  condition.  Does  not. deal  with  Colliery 
accidents  in  the  area. 


MERTHYR  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  MERTHYR  TYDFIL 

A.  — District  served.  Merthyr  Tydfil  Borough,  Bedlinog,  Fochriw. 

Cefn,  Pontsticill  and  Dolygaer. 

B.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  ambulances  : 

I Morris  25  h.p.  (1932),  2 stretcher  cases. 

C.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  existing  sitting-case 

cars  : — 

I Austin  12  h.p.  4-seater  saloon  (1932). 

D.  — Number,  type  and  carrying  capacity  of  other  vehicles  (if  any)  : 

Nil. 

E.  — Ambulance  Stations  : 

Both  garaged  at  the  General  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

F.  — Arrangements  for  servicing  and  maintenance  : — 

Repairs  at  present  carried  out  by  W.  H.  Baker,  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

G. — Staff  ; 

(/)  Administrative  Staff  : Part-time  administration  staff — Secretary 
of  the  Hospital. 

(//)  One  driver  for  both  vehicles.  At  present  a part-time  night  driver 
is  employed,  who  is  called  out  when  required.  During  the  day  he  is 
in  regular  employment  with  another  firm.  In  the  event  of  his  being 
unable  to  attend,  the  day  man  is  called  out. 

H.  — Number  of  calls  during  I year  : — 

(/)  Ambulance,  500. 

(//■)  Car,  1 ,000. 

Car  is  also  used  for  administration  purposes. 

I.  — Total  mileage  run  in  the  same  period  similarly  divided  : — 

(/)  Ambulance,  4,800  miles. 

(//)  Car,  6,000  miles. 

The  car  is  considered  obsolete,  and  an  order  has  already  been  placed 
for  a new  ambulance. 


PART  II. 

1. — Service  v/hich  will  operate  from  the  appointed  day. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  will  be  able  to  operate  : 
a comprehensive  service  on  the  appointed  day. 

The  existing  ambulances  in  three  instances  are  unsatisfactory  : — 

(1)  The  Merthyr  General  Hospital  Ambulance. 

(2)  The  Merthyr  Tydfil  Public  Assistance  Committee  Ambulance. 

(3)  The  Merthyr  Borough  Police  Ambulance. 

The  Merthyr  General  Hospital  Authorities  and  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  Public : 
Assistance  Committee  have  each  placed  an  order  for  a new  ambulance,  and  de-  • 
livery  is  expected  before  the  appointed  day. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  vvould  be  able  to  operate.’ 
an  efficient  service  with  seven  ambulances  and  three  sitting-case  cars. 
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A.  — Co-ordination  of  Existing  Services. 

Pending  the  provision  of  a central  depot  which  will  enable  them  to  bring 
into  operation  the  arrangements  contemplated  in  Section  B.  below,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  propose  to  operate  directly  from  their  present  locations  all 
the  ambulances  in  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  (I)  that  stationed  at  the 
Ocean  Colliery,  Treharris  ; and  (2)  the  vehicle  at  present  garaged  at  Beedle’s 
Garage,  Merthyr  Vale.  Agency  arrangements  will  be  made  to  ensure  the  main- 
tenance of  a 24-hour  service  by  the  latter  vehicle  which  the  Authority  propose  to 
purchase.  Later,  if  alternative  garaging  accommodation  can  be  found,  the  Autho- 
rity will  arrange  for  the  direct  operation  of  this  ambulance.  The  terms  on  which 
the  ambulances  will  be  operated  in  the  interim  period  will  be  as  such  may  be 
agreed  between  the  Authority  and  their  agents,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Minister. 

Sitting  Cases. 

For  the  transport  of  sitting  cases  use  will  be  made  of  cars  to  be  stationed 
at  Tydfil  Lodge  and  Merthyr  General  Hosptial  until  the  permanent  arrangements 
contemplated  in  these  proposals  are  brought  into  operation. 

B.  — Development  Plan. 

(1)  The  Local  Authority  propose  to  locate  one  ambulance  at  the  Merthyr 
General  Hospital,  one  ambulance  and  sitting-case  car  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  and  they 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  two  ambulances  should  remain  at  the  Mardy  Isolation 
Hospital.  One  of  these  ambulances,  as  stated  before,  was  purchased  duringthe 
war,  and  is  cumbersome  and  unwieldy  and  unable  to  negotiate  narrow  strets 
in  the  Borough  but  is  useful  for  longer  journeys  and  main  streets.  The  other 
which  is  a very  old  ambulance,  is  used  in  cases  when  the  first  cannot  be  used. 

It  may  be  found  that  one  modern  ambulance  only  will  be  able  to  deal  with 
infectious  cases. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  believe  it  to  be  more  economical  and  effective 
that  these  ambulances  should  be  associated  with  the  hospitals  concerned,  and  will 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  regarding  rental  for  use 
of  garages  in  the  hosiptals  and  for  the  services  of  such  part-time  people  as  have 
been  mentioned  before. 

(2)  Accommodation  will  be  required  for  two  ambulances  and  two  sitting- 
case  cars  to  be  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Communications  have  been 
addressed  to  the  Home  Office  in  respect  of  this  matter  with  the  object  of  building 
additional  bays  to  the  proposed  new  fire  station.  One  of  the  ambulances  will  be 
used  exclusively  for  accidents  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  upper  part  of  the 
Borough,  and  would  replace  the  Police  Ambulance  now  located  at  the  Police 
Station  and  which  has,  up  to  now,  been  used  for  this  purpose.  The  remaining 
ambulance  would  be  used  to  augment  any  of  the  hospital  services  and  be  in 
readiness  for  use  if  the  colliery  ambulance,  located  at  Treharris,  happened  to  be 
already  summoned  for  emergency  work  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  viz., 
street  accidents  in  the  region  of  Treharris  (lower  valley).  The  two  sitting-case 
cars  located  centrally  would  be  used  for  the  removal  of  people  to  clinics  and 
hospitals,  and  would  also  assist,  particularly  at  night,  in  the  transport  of  mid- 
wives in  the  area. 

(3)  It  is  intended  that  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  from  Troedyrhiw  to 
Treharris  shall  be  served  for  street  accidents  and  transport  to  hospital  by  the 
existing  Merthyr  Vale  Colliery  Workmen’s  ambulance.  This  ambulance  is  now 
used  exclusively  for  the  transport  of  miners  and  their  wives  and  children  to 
hospital,  and  is  not  used  for  colliery  accidents. 

The  Merthyr  Vale  Workmen,  who  volunterily  subscribed  to  the  upkeep 
of  this  ambulance,  have  agreed  to  transfer  the  same  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 
on  terms  to  be  arranged. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  existing  arrangement  whereby  Mr.  Beedle, 
owner  of  a local  garage,  will  be  responsible  for  supplying  drivers  and  for  garaging 
the  ambulance.  This  arrangement  will  be  a temporary  one  to  allow  us  to  judge 
of  its  efficiency  in  the  light  of  experience. 


98 


(4)  A representative  of  the  National  Coal  Board  has  agreed  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  the  ambulance  owned  by  the  workmen,  located  at 
Treharris  Colliery,  will  be  used  for  colliery  accidents,  but  in  emergencies,  in  the 
region  of  Treharris,  use  can  be  made  of  this  ambulance. 

(5)  As  stated  previously,  orders  have  been  placed  for  one  new  ambulance 
by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  Public  Assistance  Committee  and  one  by  the  Merthyr 
General  Hospital  Authorities.  It  is  assumed  that  these  ambulances  will  be  avail- 
able by  the  appointed  day,  will  be  the  property  of  the  Minister,  and  as  such  will 
be  transferred  to  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  replace  the  Police  Ambulance  and  purchase  a new 
ambulance  for  the  Central  Depot  to  be  located  at  the  same  site  as  the  new  N.F.S. 
Depot. 

C.  — Consultation  with  other  Local  Health  Authorities  in  regard 

to  joint  arrangements. 

A request  has  been  received  from  the  Breconshire  County  Council  en- 
quiring if  the  Local  Health  Authority  will  furnish  a service  to  cover  the  area  of 
Cefn  and  the  Parish  of  Vaynor.  To  this  request  the  Local  Authority  has  acceded. 

These  arrangements,  together  with  those  yvhich  may  be  made  with  the 
Glamorgan  and  Monmouthshire  County  Councils,  will  provide  for  mutual  aid 
in  emergencies,  as  well  as  assistance  for  the  joint  servicing  of  particular  areas  on 
a regular  basis. 

D. — Staff  : 

One  clerk. 

Fourteen  full-time  driver-attendants,  who  should  be  interchangeable 
in  that  they  should  be  able  to  drive  and  be  qualified  in  first-aid.  Where  there  are 
part-time  operatives,  e.g.',  staff  of  the  hospitals  at  which  the  ambulances  are  located' 
two  such  operatives  will  be  regarded  as  the  equivalent  of  one  whole-time  driver- 
attendant. 

One  maintenance  assistant. 

When  sitting  cases  are  taken  by  car,  it  is  expected  that  the  patient  would 
be  accompanied  by  a relative  or  friend  if  he  or  she  is  unable  to  travel  alone. 

E. — Maintenance  and  Servicing  ; 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  arrangements  for  servicing  and  maintenance 
by  commercial  garages  in  the  Borough.  The  choice  of  garage  would  depend 
upon  the  efficiency  of  staff  and  priority  of  service. 

F.  — Conveyance  of  Patients  by  Railway. 

Where  a person  for  whose  conveyance  the  Local  Health  Authority  have  a 
duty  under  Section  27  has  to  make  a long  journey,  and  can  without  detriment 
to  his  health  most  conveniently  be  conveyed  for  part  of  it  by  railway,  as  a stretchep 
case  or  in  some  similar  way  involving  special  arrangements  with  the  railway 
undertaking,  the  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  arrange  accordingly. 


G. — Call-out  Arrangements. 

The  Council  will  keep  all  hospitals  and  other  institutions  for  the  sick, 
all  general  medical  practitioners,  dentists,  nurses,  domiciliary  midwives,  the 
police,  fire  service  and  telephone  authorities  in  or  serving  the  County  Borough, 
informed  of  the  action  to  be  taken  to  call  an  ambulance.  Discussions  will  be 
undertaken  with  the  Local  Telephone  Manager  with  a view  to  working  out  details 
of  telephone  communications,  with  particular  reference  to  emergency  calls. 

(1)  Ultimately  the  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  accommodate 
two  ambulances  and  two  sitting-case  cars  in  the  new  fire  station  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  erect  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Such  arrangements,  however,  are 
designed  solely  with  the  view  to  securing  central  accommodation  and  linking 
UP  with  the  call-system  of  the  Fire  Service.  Further  combination  of  the  Fire  ana 
Ambulance  Services  as  dealt  with  in  Circular  109,47  (Wales)  is  not  contemplated. 

(2)  It  is  estimated  that,  in  order  to  provide  adequately  for  the  conveyance 
where  necessary,  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  of  persons  suffering  from  illn^ 
(as  defined  in  Section  79  (I)  of  the  National  Health  Service  ^ct.  1 946)  or  menttl 
defectiveness  or  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  from  places  in  the  County  Boro  g 


99 


to  places  in  or  outside  the  County  Borough  and  to  meet  the  Council’s  obligations 
to  neighbouring  Local  Health  Authorities  under  arrangements  for  joint  user  or 
for  mutual  assistance  in  emergency,  the  service  will  meet  to  comprise  a total 
of  6 to  7 ambulances,  2 to  3 sitting-case  cars  and  14  to  18  drivers  and  attendants. 

The  Council  intend  to  develop  the  service  as  rapidly  as  circumstances 
permit,  and  its  requirements  will  be  kept  under  constant  review,  and  such  in- 
creases as  experience  shows  to  be  required  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  up 
to  the  maxima  mentioned  above  in  the  number  of  ambulances,  sitting-case  cars 
and  staff.  Any  such  increases  in  the  number  of  vehicles  and  staff  which  may  be 
affected  under  this  Development  Plan  will  be  deployed  at  such  of  the  stations 
as  the  needs  of  the  service  may  require.  Such  temporary  redistribution  of 
vehicles  and  staff  between  the  stations  will  be  made  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  deemed  necessary  to  ensure  the  most  effective  use  of  the  Authority’s  ambulance 
resources. 

(3)  Two  ambulances  and  two  sitting-case  cars  will  be  purchased  within 
the  year  1948-49. 

(4)  Further  development  would  envisage  the  purchase  in  1949-50  of 
another  ambulance  and  sitting-case  car  to  replace  the  ambulance  at  the  Mardy 
Isolation  Hospital  and  the  sitting-case  car  at  the  Tydfil  Lodge,  and  in  1950-51  the 
purchase  of  a new  ambulance  for  the  Merthyr  Vale  area  would  complete  our 
replacements. 

From  July  1948  the  Local  Health  Authority  took  over  the  Ambulance 
Service  and  the  following  are  the  details  concerned  with  the  administration  for 
the  six  months  ended  December,  1948  : 


Number  of  Ambulances  ... 
Number  of  Sitting-case  Cars 
Number  of  Drivers  employed 


7 

2 

10  (2  Police 


Drivers  for 
Emergency 
Accidents). 


Number  of  cases  conveyed  to  Hospitals 
Number  of  cases  conveyed  to  Clinics  . 
Number  of  cases  conveyed  home 

Number  of  Local  cases 

Number  of  outside  cases 
Mileage  covered  by  Ambulances 
Mileage  covered  by  Sitting-case  cars  . 


1211. 

420. 

527 

1922 

236 

18139 

7718 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(SECTION  28). 

PART  I, 


A — TUBERCULOSIS. 

A sub-committee  of  the  Health  Committee,  called  the  Tuberculosis  After- 
Care  Committee,  is  at  present  dealing  with  this  work. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  food,  clothing,  etc.,  it  was  decided 
that  financial  payments  be  made  rather  than  payments  in  kind  to  persons  entitled 
to  benefit  under  Memo  266/T. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  combine  the  duties  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  with 
duties  in  respect  of  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  in  general. 
The  arrangements  will  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  present  committee  was  chosen  on  the  broad  general  principle 
that  members  of  the  Education  Committee,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Health  Committee  should  serve  on  it.  It  is  now  proposed  to 
appoint  a special  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  who  will  work  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  part-time  clerical  assistant,  already  employed,  in  order  to  further  aug- 
ment the  scheme  regarding  such  as  : — 

(1)  Extra  nourishment  for  the  patient  or  his  family. 

(2)  Clothes  for  patients  and  members  of  their  families. 

(3)  Outdoor  shelters. 

(4)  Beds,  bedding  and  nursing  equipment. 

(5)  Assistance  to  patients  in  providing  homes  for  children  where  it  is 
necessary  to  remove  children  from  households  accommodating  a 
patient  suffering  from  tuberculosis  or  from  households  where  the 
parent  or  parents  are  admitted  to  hospital. 

(6)  Provision  of  fuel. 

(7)  Assistance  in  the  finding  of  housing. 

(8)  Assistance  in  finding  suitable  employment  and  the  provision  of  tools 
to  enable  a patient  to  follow  such  employment. 

The  Authority  will,  should  the  need  arise,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Minister,  provide  and  maintain  workshops,  settlements,  hostels  and  night  sana- 
toria, or  any  of  them,  or  will  make  joint  arrangements  with  other  Local  Health 
Authorities  or  voluntary  bodies  for  this  purpose. 

The  officers  of  the  Authority  will  maintain  close  co-operation  with  the 
Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officers  and  other  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service. 

The  Authority  will  seek  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  for  the  joint  appointment  of  appropriate  medical  officers,  who  will  be 
employed  partly  in  connection  with  the  Board’s  services  in  relation  to  the  dia- 
gnosis and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  and  partly  in  connection  with  the  Auth- 
ority’s services  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  the  care  and 
after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  Authority  may  join  with  j 
a neighbouring  Local  Health  Authority  in  making  an  appointment  of  this  nature,  j 
The  Authority  will  seek  the  co-operation  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  with 
a view  to  ensuring  that  tuberculosis  visitors  and  other  social  workers  visiting  - 
tuberculosis  persons  in  their  homes  will  be  given  an  opportunity  of  spending 
part  of  their  time  in  the  tuberculosis  dispensaries,  working  with  the  medical  _ 
specialists. 

B.— MENTAL  ILLNESS  OR  DEFECTIVENESS.  j. 

It  is  proposed  to  deal  with  this  matter  separately. 
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C. — OTHER  TYPES  OF  ILLNESS  (OR  ILLNESS  GENERALLY). 

In  the  light  of  circumstances  and  experience  the  Authority  will,  as  con- 
sidered desirable,  develop  arrangements  for  affording  all  necessary  care  and 
after-care  to  persons  discharged  from  hospitals  or  other  invalids  ; and  will  adopt 
whatever  ways  and  means  may  be  found  possible  to  obtain  systematically  the 
requisite  information  about  such  persons.  The  arrangements  in  this  respect 
will  be  such,  however,  as  will  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  hospital  and  spec- 
ialist services  or  of  the  Authority’s  duties  under  Part  III.  of  the  National  Assis- 
tance Bill. 

It  is  proposed  that  Home  Nurses  will  be  responsible  for  the  care  of  some 
specialised  cases  such  as  Cancer,  Diabetic  and  Rheumatic  cases.  It  is  probable 
that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will  notify  the  Local  Health  Authority  of  any 
cases  requiring  special  care,  such  as  Diabetic  cases.  Co-operation  would  exist 
with  the  local  general  practitioners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  these 
matters,  and  the  general  practitioners  will  be  encouraged  to  use  the  services  of 
the  home  nurses,  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  It  is  proposed  to  employ  an 
additional  health  visitor  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  the  hospitals  and  the  patients 
discharged  from  there,  particularly  with  reference  to  cases  of  Diabetes,  Rheu- 
matism and  Cancer.  The  prevention  of  illness  in  general  is  intimately  bound  up 
with  the  work  of  the  Department,  with  its  Medical  Officer,  Assistants,  Health 
Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  etc.,  etc.  Addresses  will  be  given  to  members 
of  the  staff  periodically  on  any  new  developments  which  take  place,  and  that 
Information  will  be  passed  on  to  the  public  via  the  local  press  and  other  agen- 
cies. 

The  Authority  will  seek  to  develop  health  education  in  its  area  by  all  appro- 
priate means. 

So  far  as  the  Authority  may  be  concerned  in  arrangements  with  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  in  the  follow-up  of  persons  under  treatrnent  for  venereal 
disease,  or  of  persons  believed  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease,  such  arrange- 
ments will  be  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  venereal 
disease  treatment  clinics. 

D, — PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  AND  APPARATUS. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  supply,  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  between  the  Authority  and  their  agents,  and  as  may  be  approved 
by  the  Minister  from  time  to  time,  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus,  owned 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  which  will  be  given  out  on  loan  to  the  patients 
concerned. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  will,  if  necessary,  themselves  supplement 
the  services  so  provided. 


APPENDIX  “E”. 


PART  IL 
COST. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  : 

£ 

Tuberculosis  1000 

Nurse  (Salary,  etc.)  350 

Propaganda,  Literature,  etc.  ...  ...  100 

Duly  Authorised  Officer  (Male)  for 
other  types  of  illness  (mental  illness, 

defectiveness,  etc.) 500 

Social  Workers  (2  females)  800 


s.  d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


0 0 
0 0 


£2750  0 0 
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With  regard  to  the  Development  Plan  in  respect  of  After-Care  : 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

By  far  the  most  important  part  of  After-Care  was  the  examination  of 
Financial  circumstances  ; the  dealing  with  repairs  to  houses  and  if  necessary 
the  recommendation  for  re-housing.  During  the  year,  61  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  re-housed  on  new  housing  estates  and  numbers  of  Informal  and  Legal 
notices  were  sent  in  respect  of  ordinary  repairs. 

With  regard  to  financial  circumstances  it  was  found  that  in  all  cases  they 
were  people  who  either  had  sufficient  means  or  people  for  whom  the  National 
Assistance  Board  were  responsible  and  close  co-operation  exists  between  the 
Board  and  our  Department. 

Other  After-Care  cases  are  dealt  with  by  our  Home  Nurses  and  Health 
Visitors  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  Nurses  will  be  able  to  attend  the  Dia- 
betic Clinic  which  is  being  set  up  in  Cardiff,  particularly  for  cases  of  that  disease. 


1 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  (SECTION  29). 
PART  I. 


STATISTICAL  DATA  : 

1.  — Area  in  sq.  miles  of  Locai  Health  Authority’s  area  : 27J  sq.  miles. 

2.  — Mid- 1 946  population — 60,340. 

EXISTING  SERVICE  : 

Nil. 


PART  II. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SERVICE  WHICH  WILL  OPERATE 
FROM  THE  APPOINTED  DAY. 

General  Administrative  Arrangements  : 

I. — A scheme  of  Home  Helps  and  Domestic  Helps  was  placed  before  the 
Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  Circular  2729  (Wales)  and  for  domestic  helps 
under  Defence  General  Regulations,  1939.  Only  five  applicants  applied  for  the 
appointment — one  was  unsuitable  and  the  others  when  they  were  asked  to  visit 
houses,  where  they  were  supposed  to  give  assistance,  refused  to  do  so. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  will  give  the  necessary  publicity  and  intro- 
duce a scheme  de  novo  for  domestic  help,  especially  in  respect  of  the  care  of 
mothers  and  young  children. 

The  number  of  domestic  helps  to  be  employed  will  be  eight.  Their  duties 
will  be  to  attend  : — 

(a)  At  the  home  to  which  she  is  sent  for  an  aggregate  period  of  48  hours 
per  week. 

(b)  To  undertake  the  domestic  work  usually  undertaken  by  the  mother, 
including  the  preparation  of  meals  for  the  household,  preparing  the 
children  for  school,  general  cleaning  of  the  home,  and  the  odd  washing 
of  clothes.  She  will  not  wash  the  mother,  make  her  bed,  or  under- 
take any  of  the  duties  of  a nurse  or  midwife. 

The  salary  to  be  given  shall  be  related  to  that  for  domestics  in  hospitals^ 

It  is  not  proposed  at  the  present  time  to  appoint  an  organiser  for  same, 
but  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  will  be  generally  responsible  for  the 
service,  and  the  individuai  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  would  be  delegated  some 
of  the  supervisory  functions  relative  thereto. 

PART  III. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  area  will  be  covered  by  the  appointed 

) day. 

Under  the  Scheme  there  is  provision  for  eight  Domestic  Helps  for  an 
) aggregate  period  of  48  hours  per  week.  It  was  found  that  in  many  instances 
the  service  was  abused  and  greater  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  this  abuse. 
f The  maximum  number  employed  in  the  period  were  12  part-time  people. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
(SECTION  51). 

PART  I. 


STATISTICAL  DATA. 

Population  of  the  area — 60,340. 

(a)  Number  of  patients  at  present  chargeable  to  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts — 161. 

(aa)  Number  of  patients  at  present  chargeable  to  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts — 20. 

(b)  Number  of  patients  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat- 
ment Acts  by  the  Relieving  Officers  of  the  area  in  the  year  1946 — 63. 

(c)  Number  of  defectives  ascertained  as  subject  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  in  the  year,  1946 — I. 

(d)  Number  of  persons  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  as  mentally 
defective  in  the  year  1946 — 36. 

PART  II. 

PROPOSALS. 


A.— GENERAL  : 

1. — ^The  Local  Health  Authority  has  considered  the  advice  given  in  Cir- 
cular 100/47,  and  in  future  the  Mental  Health  services  of  the  Local  Authority 
will  be  a single  service,  combining  Mental  Treatment  and  Mental  Deficiency 
Services,  as  they  existed  in  the  past. 

The  Health  Committee  will  be  responsible  for  the  control  of  the  combined 
service,  and  the  Medical  Officer  will  be  responsible  to  them  for  its  administration^  i 

The  Local  Health  Authority  consider  it  necessary,  as  suggested  in  the  | 
Circular,  that  a sub-committee  should  be  appointed  to  deal  with  the  Mental  , 
Health  Services  and  that  the  Health  Committee  would  delegate  the  detailed  | 
administration  of  this  service  to  the  sub-committee,  for  which  powers  are  given  i 
in  the  fourth  schedule  of  the  Act. 


B.— MEDICAL  : 

2. As  stated  previously,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  responsible 

for  the  service  and  he  will  be  assisted  part-time,  particularly  as  far  as  the  ascer- 
tainment of  children  is  concerned,  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  (Officers  of 
Health,  who  has  already  been  approved  as  a Certifying  Officer  under  the  Education 
Act  1944  The  Local  Health  Authority  consider  it  necessary  to  appoint  a full- 
time doctor,  with  special  qualifications  in  psychological  medicine,  for  dealing 
with  the  problems  of  Mental  Deficiency  and  Child  Guidance.  It  will,  probably 
be  necessary  in  some  instances  to  refer  certain  cases  to  the  Psychiatrist 
Swansea  Mental  Hospital,  who  visits  the  voluntary  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil, 
periodically.  The  Local  Health  Authority  will  negotiate  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  regarding  this  matter. 


C.— NON-MEDICAL. 

3 —The  Local  Health  Authority  propose  to  appoint  as  soon  as  practicable'  ■ 
a woman  mental  health  worker  and,  at  the  appointed  day,  a 
officer  for  work  in  connection  with  the  community  care  of  the  mentally  ; 

including  care  and  after-care.  The  latter  officer  will  undergo  training  for  the  . 
work.  Both  officers  will  be  appointed  duly  authorised  officers. 
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4.  — (/)  See  Paragraph  3. 

(//)  The  staff  will  operate  for  the  time  being  from  the  Merthyr  Clinic, 
and  eventually  from  the  new  Health  Centre. 

5.  — As  soon  as  the  need  has  been  ascertained,  it  is  proposed  to  open  one 
or  more  occupation  centres. 


D.— AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

6. — The  Local  Health  Authority  Ambulance  Service,  as  outlined  in  the 
proposals  already  submitted  under  Circular  66/47,  will  be  available  for  mental 
health  work  and,  in  certain  instances,  sitting-case  cars  will  be  used. 

Appended  below  are  particulars  of  patients  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals 
and  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  since  5th  July,  1948  under  the  provisions 
of  the  following  Acts  : — 

Lunacy  Act  1890. 

Mental  Treatment  Act  1930. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913-1938. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  INSTITUTIONS: 

Petitions  have  been  presented  in  respect"  of  two  persons  found  to  be 
Feeble-minded  Mental  Defectives  ; they  were  duly  certified  and  admitted  to 
approved  institutions.  The  total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  from  the  Borough 
who  are  certified  patients  at  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  is  as  follows  : — 


Bartistree  Convent  I 

Rampton  State  Institution  ...  I 

Stoke  Park  Colony  4 

Hensol  Castle,  Pontyclun  ...  17 

23 


There  are  at  present  four  person,  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital  in  respect  of 
whom  application  ha.  been  made  to  the  Regional  Psychiatrist  for  their  admission 
to  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  ; at  present,  owing  to  lack  of  accommodation, 
great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  effecting  the  admission  of  cases. 


MENTAL  HOSPITALS  : 

The  following  are  the  total  number  of  persons  admitted  to  Mental  Hos- 
pitals, together  with  their  classification  and  the  hospitals  concerned  : 


Morgannwg,  Bridgend 
Whitchurch 

Talgarth 

Cefn  Coed,  Swansea  ... 


Voluntary.  Certified. 

I ...  2 

I ...  — 

3 ...  9 

6 ...  II 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 


PART  III. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  which  came  into  operation  on  5th 
July,  1948,  places  a duty  on  the  Council  of  each  County  or  County  Borough  to 
provide  residential  accommodation  for  persons  who,  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity 
or  any  other  circumstances,  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention  which  is  not  other- 
wise available  to  them.  These  will  not  include  sick  persons  who  need  treat- 
ment in  hospital,  for  whom  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  responsible,  but  will 
include  many  types  of  elderly,  infirm,  disabled  or  sub-normal  people  who  are 
unable  to  lead  a normal  home  life.  Until  the  Council  has  suitable  accommo- 
dation available  for  all  persons  desiring  to  use  it,  there  must  be  some  priorities, 
and  it  is  for  the  Authority  to  decide  as  to  those  persons  who,  in  their  opinion, 
are  most  urgently  in  need  of  accommodation. 

To  meet  the  duty  defined  above,  the  Council  has  adapted  Pantyscallog 
House,  Dowlais,  as  a home  for  14  female  residents. 

In  addition,  negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  Pentrebach 
House,  where  it  js  hoped  to  provide  accommodation  for  40 — 50  male  residents. 

These  two  premises  will  not  solve  the  Council’s  need  as  the  present  number 
of  residents  at  Tydfil  Lodge  is  as  follows  : — 

Men  95 

Women 30 

125 


The  accommodation  available  for  local  authority  use  at  Tydfil  Lodge  is 
on  a Joint  User  basis  only,  as  the  premises  now  vest  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  and  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  to  remove  the  residents  as  alter- 
native accommodation  becomes  available. 


In  the  Scheme  which  has  been  prepared  under  the  Act  and  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  following  numbers  : — 


(0) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


Aged 

Physically  & Mentally  Infirm 
Blind  & Partially-sighted  ... 

Epileptics  

Crippled  


169 

59 

8 

4 

10 


250 


It  is  anticipated  that  as  Hostels  are  opened,  the  number  of  applications  * 
for  admission  will  increase. 


Insofar  as  existing  circumstances  permit,  all  facilities  possible  are  affo--ded  J 
to  the  residents  at  Tydfil  Lodge.  They  can  come  and  go  as  they  desire  ; wear  r 
their  own  clothes  if  they  so  wish  ; tobacco  and  sweets  are  provided  and  weekly  * 
visits  are  made  to  local  cinemas  by  arrangement  with  the  Management,  who  make  t 
no  charge  for  their  admission.  Season  tickets  (also  obtained  free  of  charge)  are  * 
available  for  the  use  of  the  football  enthusiasts. 

The  Act  also  places  on  the  Council  the  responsibility  for  promoting  genera  ^ 
welfare  service  for  the  blind,  although  the  granting  of  financial  assistance  is  now  * 
the  responsibility  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  duties  , , 

with  blind  welfare  are  carried  out  under  Agency  arrangements  with  the  locai» 

Blind  Institution. 
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It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  to  cause  to  be  buried  or  cremated,  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died 
or  has  been  found  dead  m the  area,  in  any  case  where  it  appears  to  the  Authority 
that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been  or  are  beine 
made  otherwise  than  by  the  Authority.  * 

Since  1st  March,  1949,  however,  the  Hospital  Management  Committee' 
undertake  the  responsibility  in  respect  of  the  great  majority  of  cases  who  die  in 
hospital. 

From  5th  July,  1948,  the  Council  has  been  responsible  for  22  burials. 


